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morning, having ordered Captain Parks to join me, 


SEMINOLE CAMPAIGN, 
and take command of the Delawares, and having des- 


OFFICIAL. |patched Jumper in charge of some Shawnees to this 
REPORT OF THE BATTLE OF OKEE CHOBEE, | oo and so on ~ Port rer ere my ee 
; ra é ; aller having sent forward three friendly Seminoles to 

| On seas 25tH December, 18S7, |gain intelligence as to the position of the enemy. 
With a statement in detail of his operations in the field|” About noon on the same day, I sent forward one 
from the 19th December to the 4th January. battalion of Gentry’s regiment, under command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Price, to pick up any stragglers 
that might fail in his way; to encamp two or three 
miles in advance of the main force ; to act with great 
circuinspection, and to communicate promptly any 
Jn the IS $ | occurrence that might take place in his vicinity im- 
a communication from Major General Jesup, inform- portant for me to know. About 10 p. mn. 1 receiveda 
note from the colonel, stating that the three Se:ninoles 


ing me that all bopes of bringing the war to a close 
by negotiation, through the interference or mediation /sent forward in the morning had returned; that they 


of the Cherokee delegation, were at an end, Sain! had been at or where Alligator had encamped, 12 or 
Jones, with the Mickasukies, having determined to/ 15 miles in his advance; that he (Alligator) had left 
fight it out to the last; and directing me to proceed | there with a part of his family four days before, un- 
with the least possible delay against any portion of | der the pretext of separating his relations, &c. from 
the enemy I might hear of within striking distance, | the Mickasukies, preparatory to his surrendering with 
and to destroy or capture hiin. |thein; that there were several families remaining at 
After leaving two officers and an adequate force for | the camp referred to, who wished to give themselves 
the protection of my depot, I marched the next mor- | np, and would remain there until we took possession 
ning with twelve days rations, (my means of trans- | of them, unless they were forcibly carried off that 
portation not enabling me to carry more) with the night by the Mickasukies, who were encamped at no 
balance of ny command, consisting of Captain Mun- | great distance from them. 
roe’s company of the 4th Artillery, total 35 men ; the | In consequence of this intelligence, after directing 
Ist Infantry under the command of Lientenant Colonel | Lieutenant Colonel Davenport to follow me early in 
Davenport, 197 strong; the 4th Infantry, under the | the morning with the infantry, a little after midnight 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Foster, 274; the 6th) T put inyself at the head of the residue of the mounted 
Infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel Thompson, 221; ) men, joined Lieutenant Colonel Price, proceeded on, 





Heap Quarters, First BriGane, 
ARMY SouTtuH OF THE WITHLACOOCHEE, 
Fort Gardiner, January 4, 1833. 


Srr :—On the 18th ultime I received at this place 








the Missouri volunteers, 180; Morgan’s Spies, 47; 
Pioneers, 30; Pontoneers, 13; and 70 Delaware In- 
dians; making a force, exclusive of officers, of 1,032 
men; the greater part of the Shawnees having beer 
detached, and the balance refusing to accompany ine, 
under the pretext that a nuinber of them were sick, 
and the remainder were without moccasins, 

I moved down the west side of the Kisstmmee, ina 
southeasterly course, towards Lake Istopoga, for the 
following reasons: First, because I knew that a por- 
tion of the hostiles were to be found in that direction ; 
second, if General Jesup should fall in with the Micka- 
sukies and drive them, they might attempt to elude 
him by crossing the Kissimmee froin the east to the 
west side of the peninsula, between this and its en- 
trance into the Okee-Chobee, in which case I might 
be near at hand tointercept them; third, to overawe and 
induce such of the enemy who had been making propo- 
sitions to give themselves up, and who appeared very 
slow, if not to hesitate, in complying with their prom- 
ises on that head, to surrender at once; ani lastly, I 
deemed it advisable to erect block-houses and a small 
picket work on the Kissimmee, for a third depot, 
some forty or fifty miles below this, and obtain a 
knowledze of the intervening country, as I had no 
gnide who could be relied on, and by this means open 


acommunication with Colonel Smith, who was ope- | 


rating np the Caloosehatchee, or Sanybel river, under 
my orders. . 
Late in the evening of the first day’s march, I met 


crossing Istopoga Outlet, and soon after daylight took 
possession of the encampment referred to, where I 
found the inmates, who had not been disturbed. They 
consisted of an old man and two young ones, and seve- 
‘ral women end children, amounting in all to 22 indi- 
viduals. The old maninformed me that Alligator was 
very anxious to separate his people from the Micka- 
skies, who were encamped on the opposite side of the 
Kissiinmee, distant about 20 miles, where they would 
fightus. I sent him to Alligator, to say to him, if 
he was sincere in his professions, to meet me the next 
day at Kissimmee, where the trail I was marching on 
crossed, and where I should halt. 

As soon as the infantry came up, I moved on to the 
place designated, which I reached late that evening, 
and where I encamped. About 11 p. m. the old In- 
dian returned, bringing a very equivocal message from 
Alligator, who he stated, he had met accidentally. 
Also, that the Mickasukies were still encamped where 
they had been for some days, and where they were 
determined to fight as. 

I determined at once on indulging them as soon as 
praeticable. Accordingly, the next morning, after 
laying out a small stockade work for the protection of 
a future depot, in order to enable me to move with 
the greatest celerity, I deposited the whole of my 
heavy baggage, including artillery, ete., and havin 
| provisioned the command, to include the 26th, afier 
‘leaving Captain Munroe with his company, the Pio-« 


neers, Pontoneers, with 85 sick and disabled infantry, 





the Indian chief Jumper, with his family, and a part; and a portion of the friendly Indians, who alleged that 
of his band, consisting of fifteen men, a part of them) they were unable to march further, crossed the Kis- 
with families, and a few negroes—in all, sixty-three | simmee, taking the old Indian as a guide who had 


souls—on his way to give hiinself up, in conformity 
to a previous arrangement I had entered into with him. 
They were conducted by Captain Parks, and a few 
Shawnees. He (Parks) is an active and intelligent 


half breed, who is at the head of the friendly Indians, | 


both Shawnees an: Delawares, and who I had employ- 
ed to arrange and bring in Jumper, and as many of 
his peonle as he could prevail on to coinein. We en- 
camped that night near the same spot; and the next 


been captured the day before, and who accompanied us 
with great apparent reluctance in pursuit of the enemy 
jand early the next day reached Alligator’s encamp- 
| ment, situated on the edge of a cabbage tree hammock, 
in the midst of a large prairie; from the appearance 
‘of which, and other encampments in the vicinity, 
and the many evidences of slanghtered cattle, there 
must have been several hundred individuals. 

At another small hammock at no great distanee 
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from Alligator’s encampment, and surrounded by a 
swamp, impassable for mounted men, the spies sur- 
prised an eneainpinent containing one old ian, four 
young men and sone woinen and children, One of 
the party immediately raised a white flag, when the 
men were taken possession of and bronght across the 
swamp to the main body. J proceeded with an inter- 
preter to meet them. They proved to be Seminoles, 
and professed to be friendly. ‘They stated that they 
were preparing to coine in; they had just slaughtered 
a number of cattle, and were employed in drying and | 
jerking the same. They also informed me that the 
Mickasukies, headed by A-vi-a-ka, (Sain Jones,) was 
some ten or twelve miles distant encamped in a swamp 
and were prepared to fight. 

Although I placed but little confidence in their pro- 
fessions of friendship, or their intentions of coming in, 
yet I had no time to look up their women and chil- 
dren, who had fled and concealed themselves in tlie 
swamp, or to have encumbered myself with them in 
the situation in which I then was. 

Accordingly, I released the old man, who promised | 
that he would collect all the women and children, and | 
take them in to Captain Munroe, at the Kissimmee, 
the next day. I also dismissed the old tnan who had 
acted as guide thus far, supplying his place with the 
four able warriors who had been captured that wor- 
ning. 

These arrangements being made, I moved under 
their guidance for the camp of the Mickasukies. Be- 
tween 2 and 3, P. M., we reached a very dense cy- 
press swainp, through which we were compelled to 
pass, and in which our guides inforined us we might 
be attacked. After making the necessary dispositions 
for battle, it was ascertained that there was no enemy 
to oppose us. The army crossed over and encamped 
for the night, it being late. During the passage of 





Moving on in the direction of the hammock, after 
proceeding about a quarter of a mile, we reached the 
-wainp which separated us from the enemy, three- 
quarters of a mile in breadth, being totally impassable 
for horse, and nearly so for oot, covered with a thick 
xrowth of saw-grass, hve feet high, and about knee 
deep in mud and water, which extended to the left 
as far as the eye could reach, and to the right to 
a part of the swamp and hammock we had just cross- 
ed, through which ran a deep creek. At the edge of 
the swamp all the men were dismounted, and the 
horses and baggage left under asuitable guard. Capt. 
Allen was detached with two companies of mounted 
infantry to examine the swamp and kammock to the 
right; and, incase he should not find the enemy in 
that direction, was toreturn to the baggage, and, in 
the event of his hearing a heavy firing, was immedi- 
ately to join me. 

Afier making these arrangements, I crossed the 
swamp in the order stated. On reaching the borders 
of the hammock, the volunteers and spies received a 
heavy fire from the enemy, which was returned by 
them for a short time, when their gallant commander, 
Colonel Gentry, fell, mortally wounded. They 
mostly broke, and, instead of forming in the rear of 
the regulars, as had been directed, they retired across 
the swamp to their baggage and horses, nor could 
they he again brought into action aga body, although 
efforts were tuade repeatedly by my staff to induce 
them to do so. 

The enemy, however, were promptly checked and 
driven back by the Fourth and sixth Lofantry, which, 
in truth, might be said to be a moving battery. The 
weight of the enemy’s fire was principally con- 
centrated on five companies of the Sixth Infantry, 
which not only stood firm, but continued to advance 
until their gallant commander, Lieutenant Colonel 





the rear, captain Parks, who was in advance with 
a few friendly Indians, fell in with two of the ene- 
my’s spies, between two and three miles of our camp, 
one on horseback, the other on foot, and succeeded 
in capturing the latter. He was an active young 
warrior, armed with an excellent rifle, fifty balls in 
his pouch, and an adequate proportion of powder. 
This Indian confirmed the information which had 
previously been received from the other Indians, and 
in addition,stated that a large body of the Seminoles, 
headed by John Co-hua, Co-a-coo-chee,and, ne doubt, 
Alligator, with other chiefs, were encamped five or 
six miles from us, near the Mickasukies, with a cy- 
press swamp and dense hammock between them and 
the latter. 

The army moved forward at daylight the next 
morning, and, after marching five or six miles, reach- 
ed the camp of the Seminoles on the borders of ano- 
ther cypress swamp, which must have contained seve- 
ral hundred, and bore evident traces of having been 
abandoned in a great hurry, as the fires were still 
burning and quantities of beef lying on the ground 
unconsuined. 

Here the troops were again disposed of in order of 
battle, but we found no enemy to oppose us, and the 
command was crossed over atout 11, A. M., when we 
entered a large prairie in our front, on which two or 
three hundred head of cattle were grazing,and a num- 
berof Indian ponies. Here another young Indian war- 
rior wae captured, armed and equipped as the former. 
He pointed out a dense hammock on dur right, about 
a mile distant, in which he said the hostiles were situ- 
ated and waiting to give us battle. 

At this place the final disposition was made to at- 
tack them, which was in two lines; the volunteers 
under Gentry, and Morgan’s spies, to form the first 
line in extended order, who were instructed to enter 
the hammock, and in the event of being attacked and 
hard pressed, were to fall back in the rear of the 
regular troops, out of reach of the enemy’s fire; the 
second line was composed of the Fourth and Sixth 
Infantry, who were instructed to sustain the volun- 
teers, the First Infantry being held in reserve. 


Thompson, and his Adjutant, Lieutenant Center, 
were kilied ; and every officer, with one exception, 
;as well as most of the non-commissioned officers, in- 
| cluding the sergeant major and four of the orderly ser- 
geants, killed and wounded of those companies; when 
that portion of the regiment retired a short distance 
and and were again formed, one of these companies 
having but four men left untouched. 

Lieut. Col. Foster, with six companies, amounting 
in all to one hundred and sixty men, gained the ham- 
mock in good order, where he was joined by Capt. 
Noel, with the two remaining companies of the Sixth 
Infantry, and Capt. Gillam, of Gentry’s volunteers, 
with a few additional men, and continued to drive 
the enemy for a considerable time, and by a change 
of front, separated his line, and continued to drive 
him, until he reached the great Lake Okee-chobbee, 
which was in the rear of the enemy’s position, and on 
which theirencampment extended for more than a 
mile. Assoon as I was informed that Capt.Allen was 
advancing, I ordered the First Infantry to move to the 
left, gain the enemy’s right flank and turn it, which 
order was executed in the promptest manner possible ; 
and as soon a3 that regiment got in position, the 
enemy gave oue fire and retreated, being pursued by 
the First, Fourth, and Sixth, and some of the volun- 
teers, who had joined them, until near night, and un- 
til these troops were nearly exhausted, and the ene- 
my driven in all directions. 

The action was a severe one, and continued from 
half past twelve until afier three P. M., a part of the 
lime very close and severe. We suffered much, 
having twenty-six killed and one hundred and twelve 
wounded, among whoin are some of our most valua- 
ble officers. The hostiles probably suffered, all things 
considered, equally with ourselves, they having left 
ten dead on the ground, besides, doubtless, carrying 
off many more, as is customary with them, when 
practicable. 

As soon as the enemy were completely broken, I 
turned my attention to taking care of the wounded, 
to facilitate their removal to my baggage, where I 
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had ordered an encampment to be formed, I directed 
Captain Taylor to cross over to the spot and employ 
every individual whom he might find there, in con- 
structing a small footway across the swamp; this, 





with great exertions, was completed in a short time. | , ; 
until near night. Lieutenant Colonel Foster, who 


after dark, when all! the dead and wounded were car- 
ried over in litters, made for that purpose, with one 
exception, a private of the Fourth Infantry, who was 
kille.!, and could not be found. 

And here, I trust, | may be permitted to say that | 
experienced one of the most trying scenes of my, 
life, and he who could have looked on it with indif | 
ference, his nerves must have been vey diilerently | 
organized from my own; besides the killed, among) 
whom were some of my personal friends, there lay | 
one hundred and twelve wounded officers and gol- | 
diers, who had accompanied me one hundred and | 
forty-five miles, most of the way through an unex- | 
plored wilderness, without guides, who had so gal- 
lantly beat the enemy, under my orders, in his strong- 
est position,and who had to be conveyed back through 
swamps and hammocks, from whence we sat out, 
without any apparent ineans of doing so. This ser- 
vice, however, was encountered and overcome, an: 
they have been conveyed thus far, and proceeded on 
to Tampa Bay, on rude litters, constructed with the 
axe and knife alone, with poles and dry hides, the 
latter being found in great abundance at the encamp- 
ment of the hostiles. The litters were conveyed on 
the backs of our weak and tottering horses, aided by 
the residue of the command, with more easé and coim- 
fort to the sufferers than I conid have supposed, and 
with as much as they could have been in ambulan- 
ces of the most approved and motern construction, 

The day after the battle, we reinained at our en- 
campmeut, occupied in taking care of the wounded, 
and in the sad offices of interring the dead; also, in 
preparing the litters for the removal of the wounded, 
and collecting, with a portion of the mounted men. 
the horses and cattle, in the vicinity, belonging to} 
the enemy; of which we found about one hundred | 
of the former, many of then sadJled, and nearly three 
hundred of the la'ter. 

We left our encampment on the morning of the 
27th, for the Kissimmee, where [ had left my heavy 
baggage, which place we reached about noon on the 
28th, after leaving two companies and a few Indians 
to garrison the stockade, which I found nearly coin- 
pleted on my return, by that active and vigilant offi- 
cer, Captain Munroe, Fourth Artillery. I left there 
the next morning for this place, where I arrived on 
the 31st, and sent forward the wounded next day to 
Tanpa Bay, with the Fourth gaterial to be try, the 
former to halt at Fort Fraser, rema.order L* myself 
with the First, in order to make pré .y ons for 
taking the field again, as soon as my bh® .¢%¢can be! 
recruited, most of which have been sent to Tampa, 
and my supplies in a sufficient’state of forwardness to 
justify the measure. 

In speaking of the command, I can only say, that 
so far as the regular troops are concerned, no one 
could have been more etiiciently sustained than I 
have been from the commencement of the campaign; 
and Tam certain that they will always be willing 
and ready to discharge any duty that may be assigned 
to them. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Davenport, and the officers 
and soldiers of the First Infantry, [ feel under many 
obligations for the manner in which they have, on 
all occasions, discharged their duty; and although | 
held in reserve, and not brought into battle until near | 
its close, it evinced, by its eagerness to engage, and 
the proinptness and good order with which they en- 
tered the hammock, when the order was given for 
them to do so, 13 the best evidence that they would 
have sustained their own characters, as well as that 
of the regiment, had it been their fortune te have 
been placed in the hottest of the battle. 

The fourth Infantry, under their gallant leader, 














Lieutenant Colonel Foster, was among the first to 
;gain the hammock, dnd maintained this position, a3 
well as driving a portion of the enemy before him, 
until he arrived on the borders of Lake Okee Chobee, 
Which was in their rear, and continued the pursuit 


Was favorably noticed for his gallantry and good con- 
cuct in nearly all the engagements on the Niagara 
frontier during the late war with Great Britain, by 


his several coismanders, as well as in the diiferent en- 


gagements wilh the Indians in this Territory, never 
acted amore couspicuous pat than in the action of 
the 25th ult.; lie speaks in the highest terms of the 
conduct of Brevet Major Graham, his second in come 
inand, as also the cificers and soldiers of the fourth 
lifantry, who were engaged in the action, Captain 
Ailen, with his (wo mounted coipanies of the fourth 
Iniantry, sustained his usual cliaracter for promptness 
and eiliciency. Lieutenant Hooper, of the fourth re- 
giinent, was wounded through the arm, but continued 
on the field, at the head of his coimpany, until the 
termination of the batile. 

[ ain not suficienily master of words to express my 
admiration of ihe gallantry and steadiness of the offi- 
cers and soldiers of the sixth regiment of Infantry. 
It was their fortune to bear the brunt of the battle, 
Vhe report of the killed and wounded, which accom- 
panies this, is more conclusive evidence of their mers 
its than any thing Ican say. After five companies 
of this regiment, against whem the eneiny directed 
the most deadly fire, was nearly cut up, there being 
only four men leit uninjured in one of them; and ev- 
ery officer and orderly sergeant of those coinpanies, 
with one exception, were either killed or wounded, 
Captain Noel, with the remaining two companies, his 
own company, * K,” and Crosinan’s, * B,” command. 
ed by S: cond Lieutenant Woods, which was the left 
of the regiment, formed on the right of the fourth In- 
fantry, entered the hammock with that regiinent, and 
continued the fight and the pursuit until its termina. 
tion. It is due to Captain Andrews and Lieutenant 
Walker to say, they commanded two of the five cotn- 
panies mentioned above, and they continued to direct 
them until they were both severely wounded and ear- 
ried from the field; the latter recciving tree separate 
bails. 

The Missouri volunteers, under the command of 
Colonel Gentry, and Morgan’s spies, who formed the 
first line, and, of course, were the first engaged, acted 
as weil, or even better than troops of this description 
generally do; they received and returned the enemy’s 
fire with spirit, for some time, when they broke and 
retired, with the exception of Capt. Gillam and a few 
of his company, and Lieut. Blakely, also with a few 
men, who joined the regulars, and acted with them, 
until after the close of the battle; but not until they 
had suffered severely ; the commanding officer of the 
volunteers, Colonel Gentry, being mortally wounded 
while leading on his men, and encouraging them to 
enter the hammock, and comme to close quarters with 
the enemy; his son, an interesting youth, 18 or 19 
years of age, sergeant major of the regiment, was se- 
verely wounded at the same moment, 

Captain Childs, Lieutenants Rogers and Flanagan, 


; of Gentry’s regiment, Acting Major Sconce, end Lieu- 


tenants Hase and Gordon of the spies, were wounded 
whilst encouraging their men to a discharge of their 
duty. 

‘The volunteers and spies having, as before stated, 
fallen back to the baggage, could not again be formed 
and brought up to the hammock in any thing like or- 
der; but a number of them crossed over individnaliy, 
and aided in conveying the wounded across the swamp 
to the hammock, among whom were Captain Curd, 
and several other officers, whose names I do not now 
recollect, 

To my personal staff, consisting of First Lienten- 
ant J. M. Hill, of the second, and First Lieutenant 
George H. Griffin, of the sixth Infantry, the latter 
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aid-de-cainp to Major General Gaines, and a volun- 
teer in Florida from his stail, I feel under the greatest 
obligations, for the promptness and elliciency with 
which they have sustained me throughout the cam- 
paign, and more particularly for their good conduet, 
and the alacrity with which they aided me, and con 
veyed my orders during the action of the 25th ult. 

Captain Taylor, Cominissary of Subsistence, who 
was ordered to join General Jesup at Tainpa Bay, as 
chief of the Subsistence Department, and who was or 
dered by him to remain with this column until he, 
General Jesup, joined it. Although no command was 
assigned Captain Taylor, he greatly exerted himself 
in trying to rally and bring back the volunteers into 
action, as well as discharging other important duties 
which were assigned him during the action. 

Myself, as well as ali who witnessed the attention 
and ability displayed by Surgeon Satterlee, medical 
director on this side the peninsula, assisted by Assist- 
ant Surgeons McLaren and Simpson, of the medical 
stalf of the army, and Drs, Hannah and Cooke, of the 
Missouri volunteers, in ministering to the wounded, 
as well as their uniform kindness to them on all occa- 
sions, can never cease to be referred to by ine but with 
the most pleasing and grateful recollections. 

The Quartermaster’s Department, under the direc- 
tion of that efficient officer, Major Brant, and his as- 
sistant, Lieutenant Babbitt, have done every thing 
that could be accomplished to throw forward from 
Tampa Bay, and keep up supplies of provisions, for- 
age, &c., with the limited means at their disposal. 
Assistant Commissaries Lieutenants Harrison, station- 
ed at Fort Gardiner, and McClure, at Fort Fraser, have 
fully inet my expectations in discharge of the various 
duties connected with their department, as well as 
those assigned them in the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment 

This column, in six weeks, penetrated one hundred 
and fifty miles into the enemy’s conntry, opened roads, 
and constructed bridges and causeways when neces- 
sary, on the greater portion of the route, established 
two depots, and the necessary defences for the same, 
and finally overtook and beat the enemy in his strong- 
est position. The results of which movement and 
battle have been the capture of thirty of the hostiles, 
the comingin and surrendering of more than one hun- 
dred and fifty Indians and Negroes, mostly the former, 
including the Chiefs Ou-la-too-chee, Tus-ta-nug-gee, 
and other principal men, the capturing and driving 
out of the country six hundred head of cattle, upwards 
of one hundred head of horses, besides obtaining a 
thorough knowledge of the country through which we 
operated, a greater portion of which was entirely un- 
known, except to the enemy. 

Colonel Gentry died in a few hours after the battle, 
much regretted by the army, and will be doubtless by 
all who knew him, as his State did not contain a braver 
man or better citizen. 

It is due to his rank and talents, as well as to his 
long and important services, that I particularly men- 
tion Lientenant Colonel A. R. Thompson, of the sixth 
Infantry, who fell in the discharge of his duty, at the 
head of his regiment. He was in feeble health. 
brought on by exposure to this climate during the past 
summer, refusing to leave the country while his regi- 
ment continued in it. Althongh he received two 
balls from the fire of the enemy early in the action, 
which wounded him severely, yet he appeared to dis- 
regard them, and continued to give his orders with 
the same coolness that he would have done, had his 
regiment been under review, or on any other parade 
duty. Advancing, he received a tiird ball, which at 
once deprived hii of life ; his last words were, “keep 
steady, men, charge the hammock—remember the 
regiment to which yon belong.” I had known Col. 
Thompcon personally, only for a short time, and the 
more I knew of him the more I wished to know ; and 
had his life been spared, our acquaintance, no doubt, 
would bave ripened into the closest friendship. Under 





such circumstances, there are but few, if any other 
than his bereaved wife, mother and sisters, who more 
deeply and sincerely lameat his loss, or who will 
longer cherish his memory, than myself, 

Captain Van Swearingen, Lieutenant Brooke, and 
Lieutenant and Adjutant Center, of the same regi- 
nent, who fell on that day, had no superiors of tleir 
years in service; and in point of chivalry ranked 
among the first in the army or nation; besides their 
pure and disinterested eourage, they possessed other 
qualifications, which qualified them to fill the higher 
grades of their profession, which, no doubt, they 
would have attained and adorned had their lives been 
spared. The two former served with me on another 
ardnous and trying campaign, and on every occasion, 
whether in the camp, on the march, or on the field of 
battle, discharged their various duties to my entire 
satisfaction. 

With great respect, 
I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient serv’t, 
Z. TAYLOR, Col. Com’g. 
To Brig. Gen. R. Jones, Adj. Gen. U. S. A. 
Washington, D. C. 


We have been furnished with the following state- 
ment of the killed and wounded of Col. Taytor’s 
brigade. in the late action with the Indians, on the 
25th of December, near lake Okee-Chubbee, in Flo- 
rida; which exhibits the loss sustained by each regi- 
ment and corps in the conflict. 

















KILLED. |WOUNDED. 
REGIMENTS AND | COMMANDED 
CORPS. BY 
Offi.|Men.| Offi.| Men. 
Regulars. 
First Infantry - Lt. Col. Daven- 
port - . - 4 
Fourth Infantry -| Lt. Col. Foster | - 3 }1 118 


Sixth Infantry = -| Lt.Col. Thomp- 
| son + 4/116 | 2 | 53 
Mounted Fourth; 
Infantry - -CaptG W Allen - - |- 1 

Volunteers. 
Missouri volunt’rs Col. Gentry - | 1 1 3 | 22 
Spies - -|Lt Col.Morgan| - 2 }|3 4 
Indians” - ~|Capt. Parks - 





Total- -{ 6 | 22 |9 {102 

















Noth, ‘,. “hames of the officers killed and 
wounded nave heretofore been published. 


. ee 
CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENT. 


DEFENCE OF THE WESTERN FRONTIER— 
ORGANIZATION STAFF, ARMY. 


Documents submitted to the House by the Chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, January 
18, 1838. JI’rinted by order of the House of Re- 
presentatives. 

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 12, 1838. 
Str: In compliance with your direction, I sub- 
mit herewith an estimate of the probable expense of 
establishing the necessary posts for the defence of 
the western frontier, according to the plau recom- 
mended to the consideration of Congress. 

For completing the works at Fort Craw- 
ford, by adding two bastions at opposite 
angles of the square, say 

For quarters for 400 men, and stables for 
say 100 dragoon horses, at the new post 
suggested at the upper forks of the 








$10,000 





Des Moines rivér, to be eonstructed 
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chiefly by the labor of the troops, of 
hewn logs, protected by block-honses, 
alter the fashion of ordinary frontier 
works, 

For quarters for say 800 men, at the propos- 
ed post, at or near Couneil Bluffs, to su- 
persede Fort Leavenworth, on the ex- 
terior line of defence, to be constructed 
chiefly by the labor of the troops, of stone 
or brick material, protected by two bas- 
tions, including stables for dragoons, 
which arm should constitute a large por- 
tion of the force assigned to that posi- 
tion, 

For the completion of Fort Leavenworth 
on a modified plan, to suit it to the ob- 
jects of a post of refuge, on the inte- 
rior line of defence, thus sup rseding 
the estimate for $80,000 now betore Con- 
gress, 

For permanent barracks and quarters at 
Fort Gibson, for 1,500 men, the force 
contemplated for that position, including 
stables for dragoon horses, and combining 
with the quarters the necessary works of 
defence, like those indicated for Council 
Bluffs and Fort Crawford; the troops to 
aid in the operations, and do the labor 
chiefly ; the material to be stone, and 
the buildings constructed in a plain but 
very substantial manner, as this is one of 
the positions that will probably vever be 
advanced, 

For permanent barracks and quarters at 
Fort Towson, on Red river, for 800 men, 
combining the necessary works of de- 
fence; the material to be stone or brick, 
and the buildings constructed iu a sub- 
stantial manuer, for the reason suggested, 
in reference to Fort Gibson; the labor 
to be performed, as far as practicable, by 

‘the troops, 

For the eight posts of refuge suggested, as 
forming the inner line of defence, to be 
constructed on a large scale as to their 
area, so a3 to afford shelter for the largest 
practicable number of refugees ; the plan, 
an extensive square, high exterior walls, 
with grated windows and loop holes, deep 
roofs sloping to the interior of the square, 
soasto enlarge the accomtmod itions as 
much as possible; the material to be 
brick, or stone if convenient, in order to 
render the destruction of the posts by 
fire, in case of attack, as difficult as prac- 
ticable; the whole to be constructed in the 
plainest manner, with reference merely 
to the temporary accommodation of the 
inhabitants who may take shelter in them 
in times of alarm; say for each $30,000, 
and for all, 


80,000 


120,000 


$0,000 


159,000 


120,000 


240,000 


$700,000 


Total, 





The above result may appear large, at first glance, 
but it is a minimum estimate, and the objects enu- 
merated could only be accomplished with the means 
suygested, by the most efficient co-operation of 
the troops, whose increased strength would enable 
them to afford important aid without seriously in- 
terrupting their military instruction, which should 
always be carefully attended to at the frontier sta- 
tions. 

Butif the estimate should be deemed large, I would 
oberve that the objeect is also large, even a great 
One. The defence and protection of one thousand 
miles of our inland frontier, along which there are 
at least fifty thousand savage warriors, would, I 
think, be cheaply purchased at such a price. 








a 


On looking to the maritime frontier, it will be 
found that many of the fortifications have exceeded 
in cost the who'e amount of this estimate ; and it will 
be seen that, among the works projected by the 
Board of Engineers, and yet necessary to com- 
plete the defence of the seaboard, there are several 
whose cost will nearly equal the amount required 
for the western frontier, and some which will more 
than double that amount. (Sce printed documents 
accompanying the Presi lent’s Message to Congress, 
paves 368 and 369.) Besides, the estimate is less than 
the cost of one line-of-battle ship and a frigate of the 
first class, (equal to $780,C00,) which is but a tithe 
of the naval force devoted to the protection of our 
external commerce. In every aspect. therefore, that 
the case is viewed, the estimate submitted would 
appear to be reasonable. 

1 would add thatthe building operations beyond the 
settlements, when carried on by contract or hired la- 
bor, are exceedingly expensive. ‘The mechanics and 
laborers must necessarily be drawn from the interior, 
at increased wages to induce them to encou:ter the 
privations, and enable them to meet the greater 
expense of living at the advanced stations; and a 
portion of the materials must always be purchased 
remote, and transported thither. It is only when the 
heavy materials are provided on the spot, by the 
troops, and the labor chiefly performed by them, that 
works beyond the frontier, where competition in pri- 
vale enterprise cannot be availed of, may be con- 
structed al the reduced rates assumedin this estimate, 

You are aware that there are already two appro- 
priations for openinga road beyond the frontier, with 
posts on it, and for removing the troops from Fort 
Gibson, amounting to $150,000, which would be su- 
perseded by your plan of defence, should it be adopt- 
ed. These might be diverted from their original ob- 
jects, and applied to those recommended. In that 
case, new appropriations would be altimately requir- 
ed only to the extent of $550,000, which might be 





‘| divided into two or three annual instalments, as it 


will require some time to raise and organize the force 
after itis authorized, and to complete so eatensive a 
system of defence as that contemplated. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

T. CROSS, 
Acting Quartermaster General, 
The Hon. J. R. Poinserr, 
Secretary of War. 
a ————_ ___] 
MISCELLANY. 


THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 
PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 11, 1838. 
To the Editors of the Journal of Commerce :— 

Let censures fall where they belong. The Board 
of Navy Commissioners are not responsible for the 
clumsy architecture of the brigs attached to the Polar 
Expedition. They were not even consulted on the 
subject, as you may learn from their Report to the 
Secretary of the Navy. General Jackson, who isa 
better landsman than sailor, ordered the commandant 
of the Navy Yard at Boston to build two brigs of such 
capacity and strength, as Commodore Jones should 
require; and the result has been the two waddlers, 
which you have very justly satirised. 

Nor ought the Navy Board to be held responsible 
for the purchase of the rotten schooner. Com. Jones 
had one built at the Navy Yard of this port agreeably 
to his directions: she proved no sailer, and was con- 
demned by the Commodore himself, who then request- 
ed permission of the Department to purchase the 
schooner to which you have referred ; and if she proved 
rotten to the rib, it was entirely the fault of the Com. 
modore, or rather perhaps his misfortune. Had pere 
mission to make thé purchase been refused, the whole 
country would have charged the delay of the Expe- 
dition to the supposed obstinacy of the Secretary, in 
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refusing a few thousand doliars for the purchase of a) ers approved the drafts; and gave all and every or- 
schooner. cer relative tothe modsling and building the two 

The truth is, and it will eventually be made appa-. brigs and the schooner Pilot. In one word, the 


rent, that neither the Secretary of the Navy, nor the Navy Con missioners exercised exactly the same free 
Board of Navy Commissioners, can reasonably be will and unrestrained control over the building of all 
hela responsible for any of the fauits or follies which the vessels for the Exploring Expedition, that they 
appertain to the Expedition Congress in the days of have done over other vessels built for the navy un- 
our * glorification,” and wilb an overflowing treasury der their auspices and superintendence; and if there 
at their command, had tiis dazziing project thrown, be a fault or error in the construction of the ex- 
into their imaginations, and without retlection, made | ploring vessels, such fault or error will not lie at 
a prodigal appropriation to rexlize the splendors of my door, and, therefore, subjecting myself to the 
the dream, General Jackson, throngh the magie of} charge of being an interested witness, I can testify 
his magnifying glasses, saw the distant mission, and with more confidence to the good qualities of the 
ordered Commodore Jones to bring it at once to Wash- | brigs Pioneer and Consort. As seaboats in boister- 
ington. | ous weather, they proved themselves all that could 
In the enthusiasm of the grand enterprise, all tle | be desired of them, vn a tempestuous passage of ma- 
rules and regulations of the service were set aside;|uy days, in January last, from Boston to Norfolk. 
all the suggestions of practical wisdom and sober ex- | Subsequently, in the Gulf of Mexico, on hee passage 
perience jorgotten; and as might have been expected, | from Vera Cruz, the Pioneer lost some of the high 
in such a feverish flurry, materials selected without; reputation she had acquired ou the passage from Bos- 
judgment, fand ships buiit without nodels! Whether | ton, but her bad behavior, I have no doubt, was ow- 
this foolish failure wiik teach us wisdom, bring u3|ing to the ertra armament put on her at Norfolk. 
back to our senses, and to the sober reality of impor-| As sailers, both the Pioneer and Consort are superior 
tant practical objects, remains to be seen. ito any vessels of burthen out of the United States ; 
A Practica SEAMAN, | from seven to eight knots per hour, close hauled in 
five or five-and-a-half points of the wind, was no un- 
Farrrax County, (VA.) Jan. £2, 1838. jcommon sailing for them. They work, that is, tack 
Messrs. Hale & Hallock,—Gentlemen: Being from | °F Te as quick, and in as little space, and with as 
home when your paper of the 13th instant reached my | DUC See Say See rigged vessels that 
residence, your observations on“ Zhe Vary” escaped | float the eee eoenge-“ the wind, on the passage 
my notice, until my attention was called to the article, | ne — to” mayen rage they _ spared — 
by reading the reply to your criticisin on Naval arehi | '"84 i. speapinnents h PE So oe end t c 
tecture by “ 4 Practical Seaman,” in your paper of coulis gi passed are Theis strength canaot ve 
the 17th, this moment received. Believing that the |Coubted; their capacity for stowage is very great, 
dissemination of truth and the correction of error have | 2" the accommodations for both men and officers 
ever been held as cardinal points in directing your|#"@ excellent. Their models are not the most 
course as conductors of one of the widest circulated | Pleasing to the eye, neither are they men of war, nor 
and most useful journals of the times, I beg leave to| Were they designed so to be; but for the purposes 
offer a few facts, designed to correct the errors into| for which they — intended, i believe them to be 
which you seem inadvertently to have been drawn. bee aig yr yo ae e go pci 4 S in 
As a prelude to what I shall say in reference to the | & = " ms a > “ee ° 1e™ rs = 
models and qualities of the two exploring brigs, Jeger egies ae yp ere je mat 
would refer to the following copy of a memorandum | saat merge pate ry 6 ae SO pea wine abe ine 
furnished by me on the 22d of July, 1836, in compii- | creased tonnage, ) still preserving the excellent quali- 
ance with a call from the Navy Comunissioners. a of oo rigs. hehe An = “ee trae, a 
‘*Tn modeling oe two brigs _ the an apd for the | vee fg gen Pg pdaahng “ard age el 
ploring Expedition, itis very desirable to combine, [eo oe “g" : 
ag ttt a pst as may ibe neniticdisl, the qualities | a ie “eget. eae left a = 1 2 ag os a 
of strength, good sailing, modcrate draughi of waicr, Ca | —_ esta ser a pane 5 Apap to the exp tt Thee Iss, 
acious stowage, with comfortable accommodation for | @3 It ls w ell known there are few vessels, either 
oth officers and men; and no one of the foregoing qual- | inerchantmen, or men of war, ol this or any other 
ities ought to be too much sacrificed for the others. Of) nation, which can compete with the New York 
the officers, there will probably be no more than eight) Packets. But your statement is erroneous, if in- 
for each brig, and six for the schooner, of the grades) tended to apply to the return of the Pioneer upon 
which usually occupy the cabin, wardroom and steerage, | the occasion alluded to, to her anchorage in the 
and it is proposed to accommodate them all inoneeabin. | North river ; for she is reported to have behaved 
one pa “* poy angie ah april weal admirably, and is said to have been the only vessel 
oP i é e e same asarcalowe S) ar »S- . , tae - 3 : 
Soi in ieeeier service, but the number of privates will bo —- ae Tyee up that day from the 
be considerably reduced. These vessels ought to be | 400%; a“ . she did against both wind and tide. 
constructed with high quarter decks or half poops, and; © What “A Practical Seaman” says in reference to 
the brigs, which are to be full rigged, ought to have | the vessel I was authorized to purchase, is not true 
light top gallant forecastles. The frames of these jin any particular, except as to the fact that a schoon- 
vessels might probably be a little stouter than usual, and jer (the Clara, of Baltimore, now the Active) was 
as suggested by the Navy Commissioners, put sufficient- purchased for the expedition. The purchase was 
ly close to admit of being caulked, both inside and out, | made under the following circumstances: When I 
as high, at any rate, as light water mark, before the | was frst appointed to the command in June 1836, I 


pe agai also might be a little thicker than usu- |. 51.44 for two schooners, to be built strong, and heavi- 
al) goes on. 


‘The necessity of furring the bows and water line ly bapa for wee To | rian: - Yeti 
of any or all of these vessels to guard against the effects | COMal reefs ; the other, 2 wished to be a Baltimore 
of ice, will be hereafter determined on. The armament |¢l'pper. It was decided that only one schooner 
of the brigs will probably be six light carriage guns, and could at that time be allowed ; I, of course, required 
that of the schooner, four. The tonnage of the brigs| the strong vessel to be built, always bearing in mind 
may be well extended to two hundred and thi:ty or there- | that the elipper, if afterwards allowed, could at any 
abouts, and the schooner to one hundred less, that is, | time be purchased 3 and never ceased, on all proper 
she will be one hundredjand thirty tons.”’ occasions, to urge the necessity of the second 

This memorandum was put into the hands of Col.| schooner, unti! I was very unexpectedly informed 
Humphreys, the chief naval constructor at Washing- | by the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, in August last, 
ton, who projected the drafts and submitted them to | that undcr existing circumstances a second schooner 
the Navy Commissioners. The Navy Commission-' could not be granted; but that it was optional with 
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me to take the Pilot, or purchase a fast-sailing 
schooner of about her dimensions, if I could find 
one suitable asa substitute forher. This offer I glad- 
ly accepted, and requested that Col. Humphreys, 
the chief naval constructor, might be ordered to ac- 
company me on a visit to the principal seaports 
north of Washington, for the purpose of making a 
selection; and accordingly we made a thorongh 
search of every wharf, dock, and building yard, at 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York. At the 
latter place, Captain Smith, of the Navy, was asso- 
ciated with Col. Humphreys and myself, and after 
a most thorough and critical examination, the Clara, 
a first-rate Baltimore city built schooner, of 122 tons, 
well built, nearly new, and very well found for a 
merchant vessel, was chosen and purchased for the 
expedition. She wassentto the Navy Yard at Brook- 
lyn, where her copper, which was of course too 
light, though perfectly good, was taken off and re- 
placed with heavier, tu enable her to standa voyage 
of three, four, or more years. It was also necessary 
to alter her accommodations, and to strengthen and 
equip her for the peculiar service for which she 
was designed ; but that there was a decayed plank or 
timber found in her, is utterly untrue, and without 
the slightest foundation, as far as my knowledge ex- 
tends, -vhich is derived from the officers of the Navy 
Yard, where the Active has been equipped. From 
the round and unqualified assertions made by ‘A 
Practical Seaman,’ one would almost infer that he 


— lini 


~ — ee 
Irom the New York Courier and Enquirer. 
THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 
Bactimore, 25th January, 1888. 
To the Editor of the Courier and Enquirer: 

Str:—In your paper of the 22d inst. in an article 
headed « The Exploring Expedition,” which I have 
Just seen, you say: 

** We hear froin Washington, that the frigate Ma 
cedonian, has been taken from the expedition by the 
President.”? And again, 

**It is also said that the President, unwilling to run 
counter to public opinion in this measure, has so ar- 
ranged that the expedition is thus broken up and 
spoiled of its fair proportions on the plea that Captain 
Shubriek claims the cotamand of the Macedonian.” 

Whoever favored you with these on di/s must be 
grossly ignorant of all military principles as applied 
to the naval service, or wrote in wilful malice. 

Neither I nor any other Captain can claim the com- 
mand of the Macedonian. The President can, if he 
pleases, give the command of that frigate or any other 
to the youngest cap‘ain'inthe Navy, being responsible 
to his country only for the exercise of this power with 
sovnd discretion, 

But if under any rule IT had a right to claim the 
coinmand of the Macedonian, I think I would not 
have been guilty of the egregious folly of claiming a 
ship, the command of which I had within afew weeks 
declined. 





isa retained witness, ready to vouch for anything. 
How does he know that “ Gen. Jackson orlered the | 
commandant of the Navy Yard at Boston to build} 
two brigs, &c. &c.”?” I am sure he did not receive | 
such information from the commandant of that yard, | 
nor from the venerabie patriot wi he attempts to. 
ridicule and traduce. Where also does he derive | 
his authority for asserting that ‘the Wavy Commis- | 
sioners were not consulted, and are not responsible, | 
for the clumsy architecture of the brigs attached to 
the ‘ Polar Expedition.’”? The Commisstoners of 
the Navy will not say that they were not consulted 
frequently and freely, both by the President and by 
the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, in reference to the 
propriety of butlding or purchasing the necessary 
vessels, as well as on most other matters relating to 
the organization of a South Sea Surveying and Ex- | 
ploring Expedition, before, as well as after, I was | 
appointed to the command, although * A Practical | 
Seaman” has the effrontery to make the denial for 
them. The only instrumentality which I had in the | 
modeling and building of the vessels, was in fur- | 


am 
1omM 





nishing the memorandum already quoted, in which 1 | 
particularly required ‘* that they should combine, in | 


as great a degree as practicable, the qualities of | 
strength, good sailing, moderate draft of water, ca- | 
pacious stowage, with comfortable accommodation | 
for both officers and men.”’ [n no part of the me- | 
Morandum was there any resiriction, except as to | 


tonnage, and in that particular, I sought to carry out | 
the views of the Committees of Congress, which re- | 
| much indignation ready, as we have now—more, by 
The dratts were made out by the Chief Naval Con- | 
structor; were submitted for the usnal inspection | 


commerded two brigs of about two hundred tons. 


and supervision of the Board, and were examined by 
them, as is attested by the endorsement, “ Approved, 
John Rodgers, President of the Board.” 

I should not have noticed “A Practical Seaman, 


7) 


or any other anonyinous writer, had not your re- | 


marks, as well as his, been founded in error. I 
therefore felt called on, not to vindicate myself, but 
to disabuse the public mind in a matter of some mo- 
ment, andin relation to which public attention has 
been too much excited to allow any errors to be dis- 
seminated, which, remaining uncontradicted, might 
bias public sentiment. 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


THOS. AP C, JONES, V.S.N. 





If the President has withdrawn the Macedonian 
from the expedition, he has no doubt done so for good 
and sufficient reasons; but he certainly has not done 
it on my claim or for my accommodation. 

Iam, respectfully, &e. 
WM. BRANFORD SHUBRICK, 


Correspondence of the New York Gazette. 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 20, 1838, 

The Senate did not sit today. I found the House 
engaged ina discussion, during the morning hour of 
a resolution recommending to the President to enter 
into a negotiation with Denmark for the adjustment 
of the claims of the officers and erew of Commodore 
Jotin Paul Jones’ sq adron, on account of two British 
prizes sent into the port of Bergen, by Com. Jones, 
and by the Government of Denmark, released upon 
application of the British minister. For the benefit of 
any one who may be interested in this claim, I will 
inention that Com. Jones took two valnable English 
merchantmen when he was ona cruise, in the vear 
1779, and sent them into the port of Bergen. The 
Danish Government gave them up to its ally, Great 
Britain, on the ground that the capture was piratical 
as the Aimeriecans were rebels against their Govern- 
ment. At this time, the independence of the U. S. 
had not been recognized by any power but that of 
Franee. But Dr Franklin, who was our minister at 
Paris, communicated the fact to the Continental Con- 
and was instructed todemand indemnity for the 
Tn those early days, you see, we had as 





3 
outrage. 


oress 
gress 


a great deal, than we conld turn out upon the occasion 
of the avowal of the Schlosser outrage. Dr. Franklin 
opened a negotiation with the Minister of Denmark 
at Paris, and it ended in an offer, on the part of Den- 
mark, of an indemnity to the extent of ten thousand 
| pounds. Batthe Doctor refused this, he having as- 
| certained that the ships had been insured in London 
at sixty thousand pounds. Congress passed another 
| hot and flowing resolution on the subject, and sent 
| John Paul Jones himself, as a special agent to Den- 
| mark, to ‘*demand redress.”” This was just at the 
| close of the war of our revolution, and snch a step, at 
i such a time, shows that there existed a deep national 
feeling, in relation to the matter, which overbalanced 
any considerations of interest which might be con- 
| nected with it. 
Commodore Jones went to Denmark, and after a 
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long negotiation, in which the Danish Government 
conceded the principal of the liability, the final set- 
tlement of the question was, by mutual consent, trans- 
ferred to the Ainerican and Danish Ministers residing 
at Paris. But the American minister, Mr. Jefferson, 
had left Paris without doing any thing in the matter ; 
and, before his place was filled by his successor, the 
French revolution and its attendant wars broke olf all 
diplomacy, except that which was carried on at the 
point of the bayonet. Thus was this pet claimof the 
Revolution dropped,and in the treaty ofours which fol- 
lowed, it was lost sizht of. At length, when Gen. 
Jackson undertook to bring up all these old scores 
and to compromise them, he made a treaty of indemni- 
ty with Denmark. Some few of the old heroes, who 
participated with Jones in his hazards and perils and 
victories, yet lingered in the land, and they sent in 
their claims, supposing it to be secured under the 
treaty. The Commissioners replied to them that the 
treaty did not go so fur buck; that it was limited to 
certain claims growing out of spoliations during the 
wars of the French revolution, So Congress has 
again taken up the subject, though not in the spiritin 


which the old Congress acted upon it, when it was | 


viewed as an encroachment upon our new-born na- 
tional dignity. No question was, however, taken up- 
on the resolution, 

Another claim, but one against our Government, 
was recognized to-day for the fifth or sixth time, by a 
favorable report and a bill from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. I mean the claim of those American 
citizens who suffered from the depredations committed 
on our commerce by French cruizers prior to the con- 
vention of Sept. 1800. In these claims, vast in amount, 


and widely distributed thronghont the country,many of 


your citizens are interested. The claim is upon this 
Government, not against France; and it is, perhaps,in 
equity and in justice, as strong a claim as was ever 
bronght against this Government. Our Government 


settled the claims with France, acquitted France of 
all obligation on account of them, by the treaty of 
September, eighteen hundred, in consideration of 


which public advantages derived to the United States 
under that treaty. One of those advantages was a 
purchase of neutrality in the wars of the French revo- 
Jution; for, by the previously existing treaty of de- 
fensive and offensive alliance, we were Sound and 
pledged to defend and make good her West Indian pos- 
sessions; a very pretty job for us truly, especially at 
those junctures when France was at war with all the 
world. Inasmuch as the Government has no right. 
under the Constitution, to take private property for 
public uses, without just compensation, it is bound to 
compensate the claimants. 





ANOTHER Patriot GoNnE!!!—Departed this life 


on Friday, 26th ult., Jounn O’Neat, the Hero of 


Havre de Grace, in the 7ist year of his age. He was 
a native ofthe county of Antrim, Ireland, and emigrat- 
ed to the United States in the 18th year of his age. 
He has resided in Havre de Grace for the last 40 years, 
beloved and respected by all whoknewhim. During 
the last war, when Rear Admiral Cockburn, with his 
numerous army, caried fire and sword along the shores 
of the Chesapeake, and landed at Havre de Grace, 
Mr. O’Neal, with a few associates, marched to defend 
the place. Fnding their numbers were too few, they 
all fled but Mr. O’Neal, who remained within his 
little breastwork, where he endeavored to repel the 
enemy. The town was at length set on fire, but still 
our hero was undaunted. At length being overpower- 


ed by numbers, he was taken prisoner in the act of 


loading his musket. He was carried on board the 
Maidstone frigate, and there detained some days, 
when he was released, and returned home to his family. 


He died as he lived, an honest and brave man, full of 


love for his adopted country, a worthy citizen and a 
good christian. 


ee 








WASHINGTON CITY; 
THURSDAY, ...... FEBRUARY 8, 1838. 





DocUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE PRESIDENT’S 
MessaGE, 2d session, 25th Congress, 1837-8.—These, 
with the message itself, form a volume of 864 pages, 
_and a cursory examination, which is all that we have 
_been able to bestow, satisfies us that at least three 
| fourths might have been omitted without detriment 
ito the public interest ; in fact, we can perceive no pos- 
sible good that can arise from spreading before the 
world so large a mass of matter, except that it makes 
a fat job for the printer, and to this we offer no ob- 
jection. Much of the information conveyed in the 
reports from the subordinate offices and bureaux, 
would be very useful tothe committees to which the 
several subjects are usually referred in the ordinary 
routine of busines, but by far the greater part might be 
beneficially dispensed with. Does any one under- 
take to read the whole volume? Or are the body of 
the people enlightened by the publication of this enor- 
mons bulk of reports, estimates and statements? To 
avery large majority, these documents are inaccessi- 
ble, and would be unintelligible. 





It is the besetting sin of our national and state gov- 
ernments to be prolix even unto tediousness in annual 
messages and reports of every description. Terseness, 
united with perspicuity, is a quality that does not seem 
to be sought after by public functionaries. If men’s 
talents and merit are to be measured by long speech- 
es and communications, we shall deserve to be called 
a perephrastic people. 





THE SERVICE IN FLorntpa.—Apprised as we have 
been from time to time of the deadly service in Flori- 
da, in which our gallant army has been, since 1835, 
engaged, we were nota little surprised to learn the 
great mortality among its officers and men. Since 
the commencement of hostilities, not less than Jifleen 
of the former, viz: 

One lieutenant colonel, one major, four captains, 
nine subalterns, and one assistant surgeon, have fallen 
where they fought—in the hottest of the fight, by the 
rifles of the ferocious Indian. 

To the above number must be. added fifleen other 
officers, who have fallen victims to the unhealthiness 
of the climate, where it has been their fate to be em- 
ployed, 

Eleven officers, too have received wounds, many of 
whom yet bear the missiles that inflicted them about 
their persons. . 

A like proportion of the regular rank and file have 
likewise been killed and wounded, but the precise 
number cannot now be ascertained. 

It may not be uninteresting to learn, that the militia 
force at different times, which has been mustered into 
the service of the United States, for duty in Florida, 
is about 20,000 men, of which number the killed re- 
ported thus far is four officers and twelve men. 





Mr. Joun A. Kyvr, at the office of the Paymas- 
ter U. S. A., New York, is authorized to receive sub- 
scriptions to the Army and Navy Chronicle. 
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THE EXPLORING EXPEDLTION—once more.—This 
expedition, like the Seminole war, seems destined to 
be a never-ending theme of discussion. 

The letter of Commcdore Jones to the editors of 
the New York Journal of Commerce is one of the 
numerous publications on this fruitful subject that de- 








There will be no frigate, nor will there be any diffi- 
culty in relation to the officers. They will be se- 
lected for their respective stations, and ordered to 
perfuim the duty assigned to them. 





W ASHINGTON.—Every thing that relatesto this 
venerated name possesess an interest, in our esti- 








serves a place in the Chronicle; and that the ques- 
tion may be understood in all its bearings, we have 
inserted, likewise, the article signed “A Practical 
Seaman,” which would not have found its way into 
our columns, but for the notice taken of it by Coin- 
modore Jones. The remarks of the editors, referred 
to by Commodore J., we did not preserve, and there- 
fore cannot now add. 

Under the proper head will be found a communi- 
nication in defence of the Chief Naval Constructor; 
as he hascome in for a share of the strictures, it is 
due to him that he should not be condemned without 
sufficient cause. 

The Washington correspondent of the New York 
Courier and Enquirer has furnished that paper with 
some statements tending to exonerate the Secretary 
of the Navy from much of the blame which has at- 
tached to him for the delay attending the outfits of 
the squadron. In justice to the Secretary, and be- 
lieving, from the general correctness of this corres- 
pondent’s statements, that these are likewise correct, 
we give his remarks to our readers. 

Correspondence of the Courier and Enquirer. 


W ASHINGTON, 28th January, 1838. 

In a former letter, | expressed a determination to 
abstain from any further notice of the Exploring 
Expedition, but as there are some facts connected 
with it, not generally known, and as the Secretary 
of the Navy has borne all the odium (if there be 
any) attached to its reduction, I will give you ano- 
ther view of the subject. 

Whatever may have been the Secretary’s opinion 
of the character of the vessels which ought to be em- 
ployed on the contemplated voyage, he has been sus- 
tained in that opinion by some ‘of the most experi- 
enced and practical seamen in the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States. It istrue, General Jackson did not think 
with the Secretary, ang erdered the Macedonian to 
be prepared and fitted for the undertaking. 

From the moment Mr. Van Buren came into 
power (March 4th, 1837,) down to the present day, 
Mr. Dickerson has been charged with being the sole 
and exclusive cause of detaining the squadron, and 
ultimately of reducing the force of the Expedition, 
by withdrawing the Macedonian from it, Now, this 
is not correct, and it is ascribing to the Secretary 
more merit (for so I consider it) than on this occasion 
he is entitled to. In my letter of the 20th instant, I 
gave you the report on this subject of Commodores 
Hull and Biddle, and Captain Aulick, from which it 
appears that they considered a frigate unnecessary, if 
not improper, for such a cruise. The Board of Navy 
Commissioners had previously intimated the same 
opinion. 

You may be disposed to inquire, what is the state 
of the expedition at this time? It is difficult to give 
you a direct answer; because, what is decided to- 
day may be reversed to-morrow. But I believe I 
may venture toassure you, that there is now some 
prospect of its sailing in detachments. The probabili- 
ty is, that the force will be about equal to that recom- 
mended by Messrs. Hull, Biddle, and Aulick, with 
some alteration in the character of the vessels. I 


think the squadron will be composed of the Pea- 
cock, Levant (or Vincennes,) Relief, and aschooner. 





mation, that cannot pall by repetition. Shakspeare 
| must have had such a man in his mind’s eye, whea 
‘he wrote the well known line—“ we ne’er shall 
look upon his like again.” 

We have lately had in our possession an original 
letter from WassinGTron to his friend, Gen. THos. 
Netson, of Virginia, and although it is notona 
military subject, we have thought it would be of 
sufficient interest to our readers to afford the space 
required for its insertion. 


Mount Vernon, 24th Sep. 1787. 

My pear Sir: I have the pleasure (in the first 
moments after iy return home) to enclose you a 
copy of the Constitution which the Federal Conven- 
tion has submitted to the people of these States. 

I shall make no observations thereon—your own 
judgment will point to the good and defective parts 
of it. And the experience you have had in the na- 
tional councils will readily suggest to you the diffi- 
culties which occurred in attempting to reconcile 
the various interests, jealousies, and prejudices which 
pervade the differents parts of this union. Expla- 
nation, therefore, is unnecessary. 

No man is more ardent in wishing that the Con- 
stitution had been more unexceptionable ; but I sin- 
cerely believe that it is the best that could be obtained 
at this time; and as a constitutional door is opened 
for amendment hereafter the adoption of it under 
present circumstances is, in my opinion, desirable. 

From a variety of concurting accounts it appears 
to me that the political machine is, as it were, sus- 
pended by a thread. That the Convention has been 
looked up to by the thinking part of the community 
with a sollicitude which is hardly to be conceived— 
and that, if nothing hid been agreed on by that body, 
that anarchy would have followed by hasty strides. 
The seeds of it are plentifully strewed. With the 
greatest esteem and regard I am 

My dear Sir, 
Your most obedient and 
Affectionate humble servant, 
Go. WASHINGTON. 


r 


General NELSON. 





The value of the ARmy AND Navy Caronicir, 
as a work of record and future reference, has always 
appeared to us as a question beyond doubt or dispute. 
We are strengthened in this belief by every day’s 
experience, and feel warranted in bringing the fol- 
lowing instances (out of the many that almost daily 
present themselves) to the notice of our readers, as 
proof in evidence. 

On arecent occasion, when it was important to a 
whole grade to establish a particular fact, some offi- 
cers borrowed of the editor two bound volumes, which 
contained the information sought for, and which 
could not have been found elsewhere without infinite 
trouble. 

A subscriber, who wished to have his papers bound, 
for preservation, applied, within a few days past, for 
some deficient numbers, and remarked: 

“The Army and Navy Chronicle will be, in a few 
years, a standard and necessary work in the library 
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of every officer in cither branch of the service, and 
J am desirous that my copy should be complete.” 





If there are any others who wish to possess com- 
plete files of the Chronicle, it would be advisable for 
them to apply in season, while the back numbers can 
be furnished. The extra copies of the first volume 
(4to) have been long since disposed of, and could not 
now be obtained without a re-print, which it is not 
likely the demand will justify. Sets from the Ist 
January, 1836, bound or unbound, may be procured 
on application to the editor. 





A correspondent puts the following query to us: 
** Who commands the 6th regiment of infantry, since 
the death of the gallant Lieut. Col. THompson ?” 

By military usage, we believe, the senior officer 
belonging to the regiment serving in the field, is the 
commanding officer. [tso happens in the present 
case, that the senior officer of the 6th infantry isa 
captain. The colonel of the regiment is in com- 
mand of a department, in virtue of his brevet rank ; 
the major is on duty on the Sabine frontier, and the 
two captains highest on the list are on detached ser- 
vice. 

The lieutenant colonel, who succeeds to the va- 
cancy occasioned by the death of Col. Tuompson, 
is on duty at the military academy, as commandant 
of the corps of cadets, and will, we presume, be or- 
dered to join his regiment in Florida. 





Capt. Tuomas Bancray, of the Royal Navy, died 
suddenly at his residence in Bond Street, New York. 
on Tuesday 30th ult., in the 55th year of his age. 

From an of attack paralysis, his body and nerves 
became enfeebled, and his mind latterly melancholy. 
The night before his death, he expressed apprehension 
that he would be an object of pursuit; the following 
morning he made his way to the roof of his house, 
whence he fell to the pavement, and survived the 
shock but a few hours. 

His funeral was attended on Thursday afternoon 
(says the New York Albion) by an nnusnally nume- 
rous and respectable company, among whom it was 
very satisfactory to perceive several distingrished of- 
fices of the Navy of the United States. 





CoLonEL ZACHARIAH TAYLOR, of the Ist regi- 
ment of United States infantry, the commander in 
the engagement of the 23th December, is one of the 
few remaining officers of the late war with Great 
Britain, now in service. He is one of those who, 
at an early period of that war, distinguished them- 
selves in the service; and his conduct on this ocea- 
sion has been worthy of his high reputation as a_| 
brave and gallant officer. We can never forget his| 
brave defence of Fort Harrison, on the 5th Septem- 
ber, 1812. Being at that time a captain of the 7th 
infantry, and commanding the post, he was assaulted 
by a powerful band of Miamis, who were repulsed 
with severe loss. The President, on that occasion, 
was pleased to confer on Captain Taytor a brevet 


of Major, for ‘GALLANT CONDUCT IN THE DE- 
FENCB OF Fort Harrison.” 


Lieut. W. H. Fowler, of the Ist artillery (a gradu- 
ate from the Military Academy last year, and son of 
Col. B. Fowler of the Engineer Department) is rep- 
resented on undoubted authority to have behaved very 
gallantly with the detachment of 25 regulars under 
his command in the action between Lieut. Powell, of 
the Navy, and a party of Indians near Jupiter inlet. 
It is believed, in fact, that by his intrepidity he saved 
our party from being cut to pieces. Such instances 
of gallant conduct should not go without mention. 





Extract from a letter, dated Cattao, Oct. 7, 1837. 

‘*The North Carolina is still here; she will sail, 
however, in a few days, for Valparaiso. The Boxer 
isalso here. The Enterprise hag gone to the coast 
of Mexico. 

** War is still raging between this Government and 

Chili. The Chilénos have at last made their ap- 
pearance on this coast, and have landed at Payta, 
within three days’ sail of this place, with 6,000 troops. 
There are, in the castles here, 10,000 ready to meet 
them, and nearly all Bolivians. 

““P. S. The Bolivian troops are now marching to 
Chorilleos, about four miles distant, where they ex- 
pect the Chilian troops will land. 
commands the Chilian expedition. 


Admiral Blanco 





MILITIA AFFAIRS. 

The Legislature of Virginia on Thursday last, Ist 
inst. elected the following persons, as Brigadiers Gen- 
eral. 

Col. Asa Rocers, of Londoun, 6th brigade, vice 
Samue. M. Epwarps, resigned; unanimous. 

Colonel James W. Pecram, of Petersburg, 15th 
brigade, vice Grorce C. DromGoo;r, resigned. 





There is every probability that, owing to the judi- 
cious and energetic measures adopted by Gen. Scort, 
the designs of those who have attempted to raise a 
rebellion in Canada, will be frustrated, and the neu- 
trality and peace of that frontier be preserved, 





We learn, with regret, thata serious accident hap- 
_pened to Adjutant General R. Jones, of the army, 
which may confine him to the house two or three 
weeks. He was riding on horseback, on Tuesday 
afternoon, in the neighborhood of the city, when his 
horse stumbled; the General was thrown, and had 
his left arm fractured above the elbow. 





The Charleston papers announce the death of the 
Seminole chief Osrora, which took place after a few 
days illness of an affection of the throat, at Fort Moul- 
trie, on the night of Tuesday, 30th ult. 

Mr. Catlin has returned to New York from Charles- 
ton with the portraits of Oscola, Micanopy, and other 
chiefs. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


Feb. 5—Lieut. Col. John Fowle, 6th Inf. Alexandria. 
6—Licut. J. . Lee, Ist Arty. Polk’s. 
Capt. T. Swords, Ist Drags, Fuller’s. 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
W asuineton, Feb. 1, 1838. 
Army.—Col. A Cummings, 3, Major John Green, 2, 
Lieut. Robert Lee, Lieut. F A Lewis, Capt. Gouv. 
Morris, Lieut. J W Penrose, Lieut. H S Turner, Dr. J 
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Navy.—-Mid. N Barnes, Jr., Parser D Fauntleroy, | 200 ; but was subsequently enlarged to two hundred 
Capt. B Kennon, 2, Com. IL. Kearny, 5, Dr. J A Lock- land thirty, (230) of which tonnage they were built. 
wood, Dr. M Morgan, Lieut. M Mason, Lieut. S C! Those in authority said ** That these vessels were to 
Rowan. Capt. W Ramsay, 3, Purser S Ramsey, Mid. J) combine, in as great a Gegree as practicable, the 
B Randolph, P. Mid. Ww Reynolds, Ca “ RF Stockton, | qnalities of strength, good sailing, moderate draught 
Bea tacky PM WM Wate, Gp uote, apasin svmege, we comforble ae 
Watson. 6 : | commodations for both officers and men. The frame 
Pensacota, Jan 1, 1835. of these vessels to he a little stouter than usual, and 
Navy.—Lient. F Engle, Licut. G Gansevoort, Lieut. | (he timbers put sufficiently close to admit of being 
CH Kennedy, P. Mid. H J Paul, Lieut. W Radford, |caulked inside and outside, as high, at any rate, as 
Mid. W Reid, Lieut. R Semmes, Purser Todd, | light water mark, before the planking, which is alse 
Lieut. J H Ward, 3. \to be a little thicker than usual, goes on. The ne- 
Late or THE Navy.—Dr. L Osborne, 2, J HH Sands. | cessity for furring the bows, to guard against the 
Revenve Currer Service.—Capt. P Gatewood, Lt. | effects of ice, will be hereafter determined on.” 
Gay Moore, 2, Licut. O Peters, Capt. lt C Rudoiph,| — J¢ appears, then, that these vessels were not in- 
Lieut. D M Stokes. ; ‘tended for fast sailers; they were to possess the 
[The foregoing names are copied from the Pensacola lew of « 1 sail pie hich 4 rinse! 
Gazette ; the rank is not attached, but as there are per- ae ity of ** gooc oat ing,” which may be considere 
sons of the same name in the navy and revenue cutter the lowest grade of sailing, or fair sailing for a mer- 





service, there is no doubt these letters are intented for chant vessel, with moderate draught of water, 
them. } | strength, comfortable accommodations for both offi- 

U.S. ship St. Louis. —Capt.T Paine,5, Dr. J W Plum- | cers and men, (63 in each brig,) and capacious stow- 
mer, 4, Dr. G W Evans, 3, P. Mid. Lloyd J Bryan, 2;' age. How were all these desirable qualities to be con- 
Midn. Wilson R McKinney, 2, C F Spotswood, 2, Van -centrated in a vessel of 230 tons? Five points or 


R. Morgan, 5, Wm P Moran, 2, J Norvell, 2, G@ W |qualities were to be attained, four of which were in 


Rodgers, 2. ‘opposition to the quality of fast sailing. The com- 
U. S. ship Boston.—Capt. E B Babbit, 6, Licut. T J) db si > ee ; 
Manning, 3, Lieut. E W Moore, 3, Dr. H N Glent- mander of the expedition knew this, and hence he 


worth, 2, Purser P A Southall, 4; Midn. J F Armstrong, | only required “ good sailing.” He did not consider 
J C Howell, R Perry. | fast sailing desirable, because he was aware, in at- 
U. S. schooner Grampus.—Lieut. E Peck, 3, Acting taining that, he must sacrifice other qualities of more 
Lieut. W. Chandler, 2, P. Mid. James M Lockert, 2, importance. One desirable quality, ‘ capactous 
Purser T Marston Taylor, 6, Midn. S D Trenchard, 5, | stowage,’’ was, of itself, sufficient to destroy all idea 
Wm L Parkinson, Wm F De Jongh, 2. of fast sailing. The word *‘capactous”’ is, emphati- 
U. S. ship Concord.—Commanding Officer, 2, Lieut.) cally,a capacious word, and due attention was paid to 
H A Adams, 17, Lieut. T J Leib, 2, Lieut J De Camp. jt, “If the adjective ‘* good” had been set before the 
11, Lieut. J P McKinstry, 3, Dr. M Coulter, 6, Purser) word « stowage,” as it had been been before the 
N Wilson, 13, P. Midn. G M White, 3, J K Bowie, |. “d sail he wer , ; ” 
Midn. G H Cooper, 5, T B Barrett, 3, W Shield, C Wore sarting, Se as to beve rea good stowage, 
Sauncers, 3, J Oshannasy, 3, S D Trenchard, J Norvell. something more might have been taken from the 
U. S. ship Ontario.—Capt. S L Breese, 11, Lients N stowage, and added to the sailing; but when the 
W Duke, 6, A B Fairfax, 11, S Barron, H French, 14,, Word capacious was used, more was supposed to be 
Dr. EJ Rutter, 6, Purser J Bryan, 4, Dr. A G Gam- required for this quality than for others But still 
brill, 3, P. Mid. Wm S Smith, 9, Midn. E A Barnett, 3, these vessels performed well, and it will appear that 








L M Wilkins, Wm E Newton. .{in the construction of the Pioneer and Cousort, the 
: | Chief Constructor combined, in as great a degree as 
PASSENGERS. ‘practicable, the qualities of strength, good sailing, 


New Orceans, Jan. 14, per steamboat Mazeppa, moderate draught of water, capacious stowage, with 
from Mobile, Lieut J. B. Grayson, U.S. A. Per ship comfortable accommodations for both officers and 
Eliza & Abby, from Tampa Bay. Col. A.Cummingsand men. For proof of which, reference is made to the 
Lieut. ‘Tibbatts, ofthe Army. following documents: Extract of a letter from an 

Jan. 19, per steamboat John Linton, from Red river, ogicer on board the Pioneer, dated January 17, 1837, 


Major De Russy, of the army “sll : a . 
: , at Norfolk she e Nz neer 
Cuarcestox, Jan. 29, per steamboat North Carolina, at Norfolk, published in the National Intelligencer, 








from Wilmington, W. R. Gardner, of the navy. February Ist, 1837: ‘* Welarrived at this anchorage 
aan : yesterday, after a stormy passage of 18 days. We 

‘ - tae oe -enconntered heavy gales from the northward and 
COMMU NICATIONS. westward, alternately, which drove us nearly across 


is é — (the Gulf stream. Our barque is an admirable sea 
THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION, boat, the best I ever served in; the seamen all say 
Much has been said and written on the subject of they neversaw abetter. She is very stiff, although it 
the Exploring Expedition. Much fault has been was predicted at Boston that she would be crank, 
found, and censure freely bestowed, by persons who or top heavy. She is also a very fair satler, and, 
undertook the office of censors without knowing all what is still more to the purpose, a very weatherly 
the facts, or understanding the subjects they pre- vessel, that is, we go to windward when close hauled 
tended to discuss. Round assertions have been made, by the wind, and gain more than a vessel that is not 
of incapacity in the construction of some of the weatherly. The Consort, also, bore herself nobly, 
vessels of the squadron, and these charges have been and parted company five days out, in a snow storm.” 
copied and diliused until they have assumed an as- It appears that the commander of the expedition was 
pect which threatens to destroy professional reputa- | satished with the performances of these vessels, and 
tion. It is time the truth was told, and that those that they were acapted to the service for which they 
who have been undeservedly the objects of censure were designed, as will appear by the following ex- 
should be placed in a proper attitude before the pub- | tract from his report to the Secretary of the Navy, 
lic. Amongst those who have come in for a share/on returning from the experimental cruize in May, 
of censure from the press for his agency in the con- ; 1837. 
struction of the vessels of the exploring squadron, EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT. 
stands the Chief Naval Constructor. I do net deem| May 15th, 1837. Throughout this day fresh gales 
it necessary, at this time, to give a statement, in de-|and squally weather, with a very considerable sea 
tai!, of the works of this zentleman. They may be | eross und chopping. The most of the time this ship 
seenin all the classes of vessels of our navy, though | (the Relief) was under single reefed topsails, occa- 
not in all the vessels of the navy; my object at) sionally setting fore and main top-gallant sail, and the 
present being more with the brigs Pioneer and Con-| main course. The barques carried top-gallant sails 
sort, The tonnage of these brigs was fixed first at} over single reefed topsails and courses mest of the 
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day, and only took them in when going ahead or to 
windward of this ship, and on one occasion, when 
very close together in a squall, which caused the 
Relief to clew down her topsails, the Pioneer and 
Conaort carried courses and top-gallant sails through 
ft. without laying them over as much as this ship 
did with her topaail on the caps. During this diy 
the squadron was three or four times tacked, this 
ship missing once, as did the Cousort and schooner 
each once; but more certain or quicker working 
ships than the Pioneer and Consort, in the various 
situations in which I have seen them tacked, now 
many times, | am contident are not to be found any 
where ; and their stability or capacity to carry sail, | 
am stire, is unsurpassed by any description of vessel 
whatever. The experiments of this day go far to 
remove my doubts as to the ability of the barques for 
clawing off a lee shore. They outcarry any vessels 
Tever saw. They work quicker, under all cireun- 
stances, than any other square rigged vessels I have 
met within the navy. They lay close to the wind, 
make but little lee way, and, although they do not 
go fast through the water, they would gain a point to 
windward before a vessel whose velocity through 
the water might be far greater. 

The report concludes in the following manner: 

The conclusions to which I have brought my 
mind, as regards the qualities of the Pioneer and Con- 
sort, are— 

Ist. That the barques are fair sailing vessels when 
compared with the best merchant ships, other than 
the Liverpool packets or force traders. 

2d. That their ability to claw off a lee shore in 
stormy weather is greater than that of, perhaps, any 
merchant ship. 

3d. Their capacity for carrying sail far exceeds 
that of any other vessel [ have ever seen. 

4th. In stays, whether in s:nooth or rough water, 
light or strong breezes, they are the best working 
square rigged vessels I have ever met with. 

5th. Their capacity for stowage is superior to any 


vessel of similar tonnage to be found any where ; | 
they being capable of taking in 18 months’ previ- | 


sions, &c., with four months’? water for their com- 
plement of 63, all told, and at the same time affording 
better accommodations to officers and men than is to 
be found on board many sloops of war. 

6th. Their draft of water is moderate, and will 
never exceed thirteen feet, when stowed for eigh- 
teen months. 

7th. Their strength and ability to stand thumping, 


opinion that it was good, the vessels being sound, 
strong, and well! built. They next proceeded to 
consider whether these vessels wete fit for service 
in the surveying and exploring expedition in the 
seas, and for the objects stated in your letter 
constituting the Board. After a careful review of 
all the information communicated, and a reference 
‘o their personal examination of the vessels, the 
Board were of opinion that although these vessels 
do not, and probably could not be made to, combine, 
to the extent which might be desired, a due propor- 
tion of the qualities of sailing and working well, 
great strength, and capacity for stowage, yet by some 
alterations, which could be soon completed, they 
might be made to answer the purpose proposed suffi- 
ciently wellto justify their employment.” 

The writer here closes his statement of facts and 
remarks, under a belief that the vessels built for the 
exploring expedition combine, in as great a degree 
/as practicable, the qualities of strength, good sail- 
ing, moderate draught of water, capacious stowage, 
/with comfortable accommodations for both officers and 
men. H. 





NAVAL ARCHITECTURE, Nz. 1. 
PENSACOLA, Jan. 19, 1888. 

In my communication of 'lovember 21st, you will 
observe that an opinion, decidedly unfavorable, is 
expressed relative to the corvettes Vandalia, Con- 
cord, Natchez, Warren, Falmouth, and Lexington. 
I did not intend to convey mere in my remarks res- 
pecting these ships, than that they were exceedingly 
dull as sailers, and but poor models for exhibition, as 
specimens of the science of ship-builJing, as it ex- 
ists in the United States. With regard to their 
strength or effectite force, they may be equal, and 
perhaps superior, to vessels of that class in foreign 
navies; but fur the qualities most desirable in sloops 
of war, they are entitled to no commendation what- 
ever. I know not where the fault hes, nor am I 
desirous of kuowing; but of late years there have 
been built at our dock yards some of the veriest 
|clumps of ships that have ever floated beneath the 
|**stars and stripes.” In proof, witness the Pioneer 
and Consort barques, and the schooner Pilot, of the 
Exploring Expedition. Ifa Dutchinan had draught- 
ied them, we might have considered their models 
tolerable for him; but for us, as Americans, to have 
produced such ** demijohns,”’ is rather mortifying, to 
say the least of it. Better things are expected of us, 
and it is high time that very serious attention should 





or grinding on rocks, or the pressure of ice against be bestowed upon the subject of Naval Architecture, 
their sides could hardly be surpassed by any vessels/in all its various ramifications, as best calculated for 
of their tonnage that would out-sail, out-stow, or) the construction of our ships of war, so as to come 
out-carry them. With these good qualitie:, the ques- | bine in each, every essential to her strength, veloci- 
tion will naturally be asked ** What more is needful?” | ty, and force. 
They lack celerity of movement through the water. | Your paper presents itself as‘a proper medium for 
Give thei that quality in addition to their other su- | the dissemination of all knowlelge applicable to the 
perior points. and perfection in the highest degree art of ship building, as it exists in this or any other 
would be obtained ; [good sailing only was required.] | country, and if the remarks which follow, (though 
Of the schooner Pilot I have now to speak. In re-| but in part original,) shall seem te you just and pro- 
ference to her the foregoing seven points are hardly | per, and calculated to be productive of benefit to 
Jess applicable than they are to the barques. She lacks | the service, they are entirely at your disposal. 
heels more than the barques; but if there is no other! To the United States of America, ship-building 
defect or reason why she does not sail faster, that of ought to be considered a nationa! art. Our navy is 
deficiency of sail may be of itself sufficient. ‘the sinews of our strength, the arm that gives us our 
So much from the report. political importance, and makes the name of our 
In June, 1837, a Board of five Post Captains was/ country known, respected, and feared, in the most 
appointed by the Secretory of the Navy, to examine | distant regions of the world. Neglect or destroy it, 


into the condition of these vessels, and their fitness 
for service in the surveying and exploring expedi 
tion. Having made the necessary examination, (the 
vessels were in dock,) the Board reported to the 
Secretary of the Navy as follows: ‘*‘ Having careful- 
ly considered all the information obtained by perso- 
nal examination, and that which they had received 
from others, the Board first proceeded to form an 
opinion upon the condition of the barques Pioneer 
and Consort, and schooner Pilot, and united in the 


and our lofty pre-eminence in commerce will soon 
be humbled in the dust. And what, we would ask, 
| is the proud term navy, which, as Americans, we so 
often quote with exultation and hope, but a name 
| Wentified, in the closest and strongest way, with the 
-art of draughting and constructing our ships? Let 
Naval Architecture be regarded peculiarly asa na- 
tional art. Give to the subject all the science and 
intelligence which the country can bestow. Let 
its first elements, its feeblest beginnings, as well as 
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its highest attainments, be fostered and encouraged. 
On those who add to its perfection, let public honors 
and rewards be bestowed. Let our men of science 
be induced, like Euler, D’Alembert, Professor In- 
man, and Sit R. Seppings, to look to it as an object 
to which their high attainments may be applied, with 
the full and certain prospect of the highest honor and 
renown, 


By experience we are tanght, that in ship-building | 


there are certain fixed principles, which may be 
safely adopted as data on which to ground systems of 
rea-oning, connected with the properties to which 
those princples refer. All ships, whether desizned 
for war or commerce, should possess strength, ca- 
pacity, stability, and pass swiftly through the water. 
If these desirable and primary qualities are obtained, 
others, resulting from them, must necessarily be ob- 
tained also. It is, however, nota little remarkable, 
that although experience has taught us these gene- 
ral relations in the construction of ships, yet within 
its revealed limits, such various forms have been 
produced, as almost to defy calculation with regard 
to their qualities. Some ships, though constructed 
with only a slight approximation towards these 
limits, appear to possess every good property we can 
desire; yet others, though framed with equal care, 
shall display qualities utterly at variance with the 
former. Constructors, anxious to avuid one defect, 
create another, worse than the first, and the condi- 
tions connected with any theoretical investigation of 
the cause are so intricate, that efforts to account for 


it in that manner generally fail of success. In the) 


construction of a ship, therefore, we are to secure to 
heras many good qualities as possible ; and, ifany 
one of these must be partially sacrificed to secure 
another more desirable, no more of the first should 
be abandoned than absolute necessity requires, both 
should approach to a maximuin as near as possible. 


In the *“ Annals of Philosophy,” for November, 
1824, there is an admirable article, by Mr. Major, 
upon the subject of an experimental digest of the 


properties of different rates of ships. In the same. 


journal, for January, 1526, Mr. Harvey has publish- 
ed a paper on Naval Architecture, in which he re- 
fers to the proposal of Mr. Major, and thus speaks of 
it: “IT know of pothing that at the present moment 
would so much tend to increase our stock of infor- 
mation on ship-building as Mr. Major’s proposal ; 
since it would be carrying at once, into the very 
heart of ship-building that spirit of genuine indnc- 
tion, which, in so many other branches of knowledge, 
has produced such mighty consequences. Let us 
enquire how we obtain information in other cases ; 
how the philosopher works in his difficult investiga- 
tions, and what are the instruments and methods 
employed by him when tracing the hidden myste- 
ries of nature?) Are they not experiment, observa- 
tion, a careful watching after resemblances and re- 
lations of every kind? Does he not analyze every 
principle, separate every part, and, in the ead, col- 


lect into general and connected laws the individual | 


results which his sagacity has discovered? Just so 


ought it to be in the pursuit of Naval Architecture | 


for there are, about that subject, elements of a very 


peculiar kind, whose indivitual properties and col- | 


lective laws, it 1s of the highest impertance to deter- 
mine.” 


Much may, indeed, be said about theory ; but pure 
theory has yet done little for ship-building. What 
wewant is a theary founded on the basis of exrperi- 
ment and observation, Naval Architecture would 
thus be in a high degree benefitted, and an art which, 
itis net too much to say, is of the very rst import- 
ance for the United States to cultivate and encour- 


age, would be placed ona basis better suited to its| 


M.N. K. 
. (No. 2 is received, and shall appear in our next.] 


dignity and value. 


Gen. JESUP ann tHe MILITARY ACADEMY. 
Mr. Eprror: By inserting in your paper the fol- 
lowing extract from an official letter, addressed by 
Major General Jesup to the Adjutant General of 
the army, dated August 13, 1837, you may show to 
the young officers on duty at the Military Academy, 
how their services are appreciated by the present 
/commandivg general tn Florida. 
[Exrract.] 

** Tt may truly be said the spirit of the service is gone, 
or fast going, when ollicers of respectable standing can 
be found ready to abandon the high and honorable dua. 
ties of their profession to become schoolmasters at West 
Point. This circumstance augurs worse for the army 
than any thing I had before witnessed. By the way, I 
cannot perccive how, under the laws as they exist, you 
can take any but engineer officers for service as teach- 
ers. While the Government encourages, or even per- 
mits, officers to be so employed, it is impossible that the 
army can improve.’’? [See Doc. No. 78, H. R ] 

** The army improve,” faith! What was the army 
before the graduates of the Military Academy en- 
tered it?) The old, scientific, and unprejudiced offi- 
cers have answered the question. The enlightened and 
liberal part of the community have too often insti- 
tuted a comparison as to the state of ** moral and mi- 
litary science,” before the Academy sent forth its 
eléves, and since that time. The illiberal writer 
himself shows what the graduates are worth, by em- 
‘ploying them as his aids, his adjutants general, his 
acting topographical engineers, his quartermasters, 
and his Commissaries! 

He forgets that every one is not like Gen. Jack- 
son and himself—born soldiers! He forgets that 
persons generally need instruction in military sci-+ 
ence before they can become so ; and, for this pur- 
pose, that a military school and teachers are neces- 
sary And, for the latter, who are better qualified 
than eraduates themselves? 

We pronounce this attack on the only national in- 
stitution in our country illiberal and unjust, ond the 
letter containing it should have been hurled back in 
his teeth by the authorities. 

When it is recollected that of the officers of the 
army who have been killed, and who have died, in 
Florida, seventeen are gratuates, none but a preju- 
diced mind will say that the ‘ »pirit of the service 
is gone, or fast going,” while there runs a drop of 
blood in the veins of the youths reared by Thayer, 
| Worth, and Hitchcock, 


WEST POINT. 











DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 





From the Milledgeville Recorder, Jan. 23. 


HEAD QUARTERS, , 
Milledgeville, Jan. 20, 1838. 

The Commander-in-Chief has received a call from 
Col. Lindsay, for a company of infantry, to be sta- 
tioned in Paulding county. Its organization wilb 
‘conform to the directions contained in the order of 
the 12th inst. Volunteer companies are again in- 
viled to enter the service for the defence of the 
Cherokee country. 
| By order of the Commander-in-Chief. 

MILLE < GRIEVE, .4id-de camp. 

Two compinies are ordered out by the Governor, 
haceording to the requisition of Col. Lindsay, for the 
| defence of the Cherokee country. 





FLORIDA WAR. 


Frem the Suvannah Georgian, Jan. 29. 

The steam packet Forester, Captain DitLon, ar- 
jrived here this morning from Garey’s Ferry. From 
| Captain D. we derive the tollowing intelligence, 
Lwhich we transmit by express mail, and hope to re- 
ceive particulars for our next. 

Lieut Powell, with about 80 men, including regu- 
lars, landed at Jupiter Inlet, and took a squaw; she 
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told them she would carry them where the Indians 
were encamped, which was about 7 miles off. Lieut. 
P. attacked them. The Indians returned the fire with 
a great deal of spirit, when the sailors ran, and had it 
not have been for the artillery they would all have | 
been cut to pieces. All the officers were wounded. | 
Dr. Lightner was killed. 

JACKSONVILLE, Jan. 18.—Authentic from the 
Army.—By an officer on his way to the north in 





: peered 
mit of a good road, and it is probable we will get our 
supplies from that side. From Fort Taylor to this 
camp it is almost impracticable.” 

Another letter of the 18th (from Fort Lioyd,) 





states: “In Lieut. Powell’s affair, two sailorsand two 


soldiers killed, as also Dr. Lightner, their surgeon, 
from Charleston, and about 20 wounded, none very 
badly. Lieut. Johnston, formerly of the artillery, 
was the only officer who escaped, the rest being all 
wounded. Eight of the Indians, it is said, were killed. 


| 
search of health, we have just learned, that Gen. | The old squaw was brought off captive.” 
| 


Jesup is with the body of the army 100 miles southof 


Lake Harney, and his prospects of bringing the war | 


to a close are brighter than they have ever been 
before. 





Another letter of same date (from Fort Christmas,) 
says :— ** Nothing has been heard of the army for six 
or seven days, except that it is sixty or seventy miles 
in advance of Fort Taylor, near the enemy, on the 


That he is in the undoubted vicinity of the strong | St. Lucie. Something important must soon transpire.” 


hold of Sam Jones and his party, with a knowing | 


Indian guide, inanifestiy without any appetite to be 
hanged. 

That Gen. Hernandez has established a post at St. 
Lucie ; whence, across to the Gulf acordon of pow- 
er so ably and effectually formed that Gen. Jesup can 
rapi-lly concentrate a strong force at any desired 
point, and render it impossible for the wily foe much 
longer to hold out against our forces, now even des- 
perately determined at every hazard to bring this 
hated service to an end. 


By the steam packet Forester, Capt. Dillon, arriv- 
ed at Savannah on the 29th ult., from Garey’s Ferry, 
the editors of the Georgian have received several 
letters, from which they furnish extracts, and for- 
warded them in slips by the express mail. 

A letter from “* Camp, near the Everglades, and 25 
miles west of the depot at Indianriver Inlet,’ dated 
January 18, 1838, says: — 

“You wiil hear, probably, before this reaches you, 
that Lieutenant Powell hada little brush with the In- 
dians, near Jupiter Inlet. It appears that he landed 
with about 80 men, sailors, with the exception of 25 


regulars. Soon after landing, he found aa old squaw, | 


who offered to guide him to the place where the In- 
djans were, about 7 miles off. He followed her di- 
rection and came upon the Indians, some say 40, some 
60, and others 80 or more. The fire commenced on 
his side, when the Indians returned it with spirit, and 
soon put the sailors into utter confusion, who fled, 
and the whole party would have been cut to pieces, 
but for the regulars, as Lieut. Powell and all ac- 
knowledge. Six or eight were killed and left upon 
the ground, with a man who was only wounded, but 
could not retire. He was left to the tender mercy of 
the Indians. Dr. Lightner, of the navy, was killed, 
and every officer wounded. The regulars behaved 
nobly. 

‘Two of the boas were left, in one of which were 
a keg of powder and a box of cartridges, with rum, 
whiskey, and other sailor comforts. 

*“* We are within 21 miles of Fort Basinger, one of 
the forts on Kissimee river. We have now a cor- 
don of posts from Charlotte harbor to Indian river; 
and most of the Indians are believed to be to the south 
of us.” 

Another letter, dated January 19th, at camp near 
Jat 27°, about 20 miles S. W. from Indian river Inlet, 
E. F., says: 

** We have nothing here but what will reach you 
before this letter. The affair near the Jupiter inlet 
is very unfortunate and will, no doubt, inspirit the 
enemy. 

“Gen. Jesup and staff, with the 2d regiment of 
dragoons, reached camp from Indian river depot yes- 
terday. It is pretty well ascertained that the largest 
body of Indians is collected on the islands aud the 
swamps surrounding O-kie-cho-bee, to which the 
army will probably move froin this position, in a day 
or two. Fort Gardiner is 21 miles due west, and Capt. 
Fowler, who returtied yesterday, having been sen! 
out for the purpose, reports that the ground will ad- 


| 


Another letter of the 21st inst., (at Fort Brooke, 
| Tampa Bay,) says :—** Jumper, with 11 warriors, 22 
| Indian women and children, 6 negroes, and 24 wo- 
i'meu ond children, in all 64, arrived here on the 19th. 
| The Indiang are on buard a vessel, and will leave to- 
/morrow for Fort Pike. The negroes remain here 
|for the present. 

**General Jesup is now on the Kissimmee. It is 
thought the army will meet, or have met at Fort 
Basinger. It is said that the Indians have located 
themselves on an island south of the Oche-chubbee.”” 

Another letter says:—‘*Since the surrender of 
Jumper and his warriors to Col. T., of which you 
have heard, Ala-tooche, with 16 warriors, had gone 
‘in to General Smith, who occupies positions still 
westward of Col. Taylor, both of whom have strong 
forces.”’ —— 


NraGARA Frontifr.—We learn that it is Gen. 
Scott’s intention to discharge the militia called into 
| the service of the United States at an early day, if, 
| indeed, he has not dune so already. 

The Buffalo Commercial Advertiser, of Tuesday, 
says: We have been informed that four of the State 
|cannon, which were obtained from Col. Ransom, by 
means of a forged order, were last night recovered 
|by Gen. Randall. They were hid in a barn belong- 
‘ing to Mr, Huff, in this city. 

Gen. Wool, of the United States army, and Gov. 
_Jennison, of Vermont, were at Swanton, one of the 
frontier towns in that State, by the last accounts, 
/Their object in going there, says the Burlington 
| Free Press, was to ascertain wheiher any necessity 
| existed for calling out the militia. The same paper 
| states that * Philander Eluxley, a respectable farmer 
/of Alburgh, having occasion to go across the line on 
| Thursday week, was arrested and taken to Montreal 
|as a spy.’—Albuny Argus. 





In the Legislature of Michigan on the 12th ult. the 
following preamble and resolutions were offered : 

Whereas, recent occurrences of an atrocious char- 
acter, the assemblage cf armed bodies of men, on both 
sides of the boundary line separating the United States 
from Canada, the commission of high-handed acts, in 
violation of the laws of the United States, by troops 
illegally armed and assembled, and the extraordinary 
state of excitement and exasperation manifested by 
the inhabitants, not only of Canada, but of this State, 
render the presence of an efficient and coinpetent force 
of the United States absolutely necessary on the fron- 
tier of this State; therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Michigan, That the Governor of this 
State be, and he is hereby, requested, without delay, 
to apply to the President of the United States, that a 
force of at least two regiments of United States troops, 
with a due proportion of arullery, may be ordered to 
the Canadian frontier of this State. 

And further Resolved, that a copy of this resolution 
be forwarded to our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress, with the request of this Legislature that 
they use all exertions to obtain a compliance witb the 
said application. 
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Among the advantages attendant on internal im- | seated sense of wrongs sustained at the hands of our 
rovement may be regarded the institution of a new | people. 


and distinct profession under the naine ot Civil Engi- 
neering. Furnishing ample opportunities for the use 
of mechanical and mathematical talent, it at the same 
time conduces to health by the necessity it imposes of 
being in the open air, and the inducements which it 
offers to active exercise. Supplied from the ranks ol 
those who have been liberally educated, at the milita- 
ry or other academies, its followers are in the general 
specimens of rare intellectual endowment, coupled 
with energy and manlines of character. Frank, gen- 
erous, and easy of address, civil engineers possess the 
characteristics of those who are brought up to the pro- 
fession of arms without the sterner traits that distin- 

uish persons who *‘live by the sword.” Tustead of 
Ceing the parent of bloodshed and violence, civil en- 
gineering is the promoter of human happiness by in- 
creasing the means of intercourse ainong ten, and 
uniting in a coinmunity of interest those whoin sec- 
tional distinctions may have kept asunder.— Ballimore 
American, 





INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


We publish, to-day, an abstract from the Globe, of 


the Bill for the increase of the army, and the 
better organization of its staff, which passed the 
Senate last week without a dissenting voice. The 
increase, it will be seen, is by adding to the present 
companies, not by organizing new regiments. This 
is in accordance with the views which prevatled 
when the army was reduced, and it is certainly the 
most economical ani effective way of strengthening 
this important arm of the national defence. In fixing 


the peace establishment, the regiments were reduced | 


to the minimum force, while staff and regimental offi- 
cers were retained suffictient for an ariny of twice the 
size. This policy was assailed vehemently at the 
time, but experience has shown its wisdom. 

Of the expediency, nay absolute necessity, of the 
proposed auginentation, we do not see how any, one 
can doubt,whose mind is not nervously apprehensive 
of the danger of a standing ariny to the liberties of the 
people, or warped by partizan feelings. We have 


again and again expressed our conviction of its expe- | 


diency, not only on the score of national defence, but 
ofeconomy. The cost of employing a militia force, 
rendered necessary by the smallness of the regular 
army, within the last four or five years, has exceeded 
the sum which would have supported, within the same 
period, the proposed increase. Our fortifications on 
the sea board have been completed, or are hastening 
to completion. Their armament has been commenced, 
and, ifit is not intended to let works which have cost 
so many millions, go to ruin, they must each be gar- 
risoned by a sufficient force to keep it in order. Now, 
with the present strength of the artillery regiments, 
there are not men enough for this service. Recent 
bitter experience has shown the necessity of maintain- 
ing a eonsiderable military force on our eastern and 
northern boundary. We have seen the laws and trea- 
ties of the country violated with impunity, our neu- 
trality compromited, and the peace of the country 
endangered by its own citizens, whilst the Govern- 


ment had no disposable force at hand to make iiself 


respected. 

But the circumstance which renders an augmenta- 
tion ofthe army most necessary, is the consu:amation 
ofthe policy pursued by the last administration to- 
wards the Indians. Of the character of that policy, 
we have not now to speak. We believe that the 
country at large has acquiesced in its necessity and 
humanity. Be this as it may, the scheme has been 
carried into effect, and we must shape our meastires 
tothe exigencies springing out of these new relations, 
We have concentrated, at vast trouble and exp2nse, 
beyond, but in juxtaposition with, our extreme west 
ern border, an iin:nense number of [nilians, in differ- 


ent stages of civilization, but all cherishing a deep! duity to the promotion of the best interests of the 





We need not dwell upon the danger which 
| Louisiana and Arkansas have to apprehend from the 
proximity of powerful tribes thus disposed, and who, 
if united, could bring into the field not less than forty 
‘thousand rifles. An inroad of one-fourth of that 
number, on our weakest frontier, would carry every 
| thing before it, and involve consequences at the mere 
imagination of which we shudJer. This danger was 
one of the arguments used against the scheine of con- 
-centrating the Indians west of the Mississippi, and 
the lapse of a few years has shown that it was not 
| iinaginary. 

It is the solemn duty of the National Government, 
|to provice for the protection of those States whose 
| peace and safety have been endangered by its policy ; 
nor 1s the obligation less solemn, to protect the In- 
'dians themselves, alike from internal wars, and from 
the encroachinents of the whites upon their newly 
jassigned limits. The Government has now an op- 
/portunity of permitting the experiment to be fairly 
tried, as to how far the aboriginal race is susceptible 
of civilization, and is bound, and we have every rea- 
son to believe anxious, to alford every facility to this 
desirable end. ‘The exclusion of that miserable race 
jof whites, who have none of the virtues of either civi- 
lized or savage life, is of the first importance to the 
welfare of the new colonies. ‘Their corrupting influ- 
ence upon the Indians, has been experienced from the 
earliest settlement of the country ; and their machina- 
tions have led to most of the wars which have been 
waged with the whites. 

To fulfil this double duty, of protecting its own 
| citizens, and guaranteeing the internal peace and se- 
curity, and promoting the welfare of the Indian tribes, 
the Government proposes the establishinent of two 
lines of military posts, both running parallel to the 
western boundary; the one a little within, the other 
somewhat beyond the line. The object of the first is 
to aiford places of refuze for the inhabitants, in case of 
la sudden incursion of the Indians. The more remote 
'and important cordon of pos's, is placed beyond the 
| ltinits of the States, in order to avoid any collision with 
| the civil authorities. These posts are to be connected 
by a military road, which was located last autumn, and 
upon this road there will be frequent parties of dra- 
goons in motion, in order to intercept intruders, and 
to prevent the introduction of ardent spirits amone 
the Indians. The facilities afforded by the road, will 
enable a strong force to be concentrated at any point 
of danger. 

The plan of the Government, with reference to the 
defence of the western frontier, and the other objects 
we have alluded to, seems to us to be wise and effec. 
tive, but one which necessarily calls for a strong mil- 
itary force to put into successful operation. Con- 
gress has sanctioned the plan, and it would be trifling 
with the public interests, now to withhold the means 
of carrying it into effect. Whilst our northern and 
eastern and Atlantic frontiers would require, for their 
protection, more men than the present establishment 
consists of, the Government plans, with respect to the 
western, wonld employ all the additional force pro- 
vided for by the bill which has passed the Senate. 

We have briefly and imperfectly alluded to some of 
the considerations which, in our mind, render an ad- 
dition to the numerical force ofthe Army indispensa- 
ble. We hope the bill will not be assailed in the 
other House, merely because it is an adininistration 
ineasure, We donot profess any great moderation in 
our opinions, but we sincerely deprecate factions op- 

position, when the real interests of the country are 
| involved. 

We cannot conclude this article, without paying a 
tribute to the ability with which the affairs of the 
\rmy are managed by the present Secretary at War, 
| Expectation was high with respect to him, and it has 

been realized. He devotes himself with great asssi- 
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Army, and we doubt not he will reform abuses, do 
justice to all, and re inspire the officers with that pride 
and delight in their profession, which once so gene- 
rally prevailed.— Fredericksburg Arena. 











SELECTED POETRY. 





From the National Intelligencer. 
TO THE MEMORY OF T. B. A.* 


Deep in the dell, where Withlacoochee’s stream 
In silence rolls beneath the hammock’s shade, 
Where Izard fell, awaking from the dream 
Of savage yell, and foemen’s deadly blade, 
The martyr’d victim heard the battle ery, 
And foremost rush’d, to death or victory. 


Amid those darkling scenes, our gallant train, 
In deep despair, with famine in their rear, 
The battle-strife infuriate could sustain 
With deeds of valor. No renown to share ; 
No trump of glory their exploits to tell; 
No laurel crowns, to point that there they fell ! 


And thou, lov’d youth, who, thro’ thy cheerless toils, 
A mother’s doting heart could fondly cheer, 
Midst dangers harrowing, whence the heart recoils, 
Hast sunk in sickness onthe fatal bier; 
Oh! who thy worth, with trumpet-tongue,shall spread, 
And sing the praises of the sainted dead ? 
Poor martyr’d victims to a specious cause ! 
Ye felt the wrong ye were compelled to do ; 
Where, God defied, and all his tnoral laws, 
To christian doc!rine faith] ss and uatrue, 
With treacherous words, inveigled to betray, 
The savage proud disgusted turns away. 
From infancy to manhood’s early prime, 
The budding promise of perfection smil’d; 
A son’s devotion hail’d the coming time ; 
A mother’s hope the future yet begniled. 
In life, beloved ! in death, forever d-ar! 
Thy parting legacy, the anguished tear ! 
L. C. A. 





* Understood to refer to the late Lient Tuomas Bovts- 
ton Apams, of the U. S. army. who died in Florida on 
the 4th D-c 1337. Ed A.& N C. 


ARMY. 
OFFICIAL. 

















GENERAL HeAp Quarters or THE ARMY, 
Oaper, ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 3. Washington, Feb. 5, 1338. 


I.... The establishment of Clothing Depots in Florida, 
pursuant to ‘ General Orders,’’ No. 52 of 1337, is not 
intended to supersede the necessity of rendering the 
usual estimates for clothing and equipage required by 
5ist Article of the General Regulations of the Army. 
Company commanders will accordingly t-ansmit the 
usual annual estimates to their Colonels, as herctofore 

escribed. 

Il....Should the troops, or any portion of them, now 
serving in Florida, be ordered out of the territory, they 
will be supplied with clothing for the year from the 
Florida D-«pots, provided, the articles required can, at 
the time, be spared. 

By oaper or Av+xanner Macome,, 

Major Gen. Com’g in Chief: 
ROGER JONES, Adj. Gen. 
— es — 
NAVY. 
ORDERS. 

Feb. 1—Mid. Geo. W. Chapman, Naval School, 
New York. 

3—Liecut. S W. Godon, leave 12 mos. with permission 
to visit Europe; at the expiration of which to report for 


duty in the Med. squadron. 
5—P. Mid. S. Decatur, Revenue Cutter Madison. 
VESSELS REPORTED. 
At Calla, on the 7th Oct. U.S. ship North Carolina, 
all well. Also, U. S.schr Box:-r, Nicholson, to sail in a 


few days for Pan sma, all well on board. 
Ship Natchez, Com’r Mervine, off Galveston, Jau. 22. 




















Spoken, 14th Jan. off the Sabine river, ship Vandalia, 
Com’r Gwinn, on acruise—ail well. 

At St. Thomas, 19th January, ship Ontario, Com’r 
Breese, from St. Croix for Porto Rico. 

At Norfolk, Ist inst. Revenue cutter Washington, Capt. 
Hunter, from New York. 

The frigate Columbia, Commo. Read, dropped down 
to the anchorage off the Naval Hospital on Friday mor- 
ning, 26th ult. 

Sehr. Active, Lt. Comdt. Woolsey, from a cruise, 
erg at the quarantine ground, New York, on Sunday 

ast. 











— 





- MARRIAGE. 


At Richmond, Va., on the 3lst ult., Lieut. JOSEPH 
MYERS, U.S. Navy to Miss RACHEL H. daughter of 
the late Samuet Myers, Esq., dec’d , of that city. 


DEATHS. 


In Norfolk, on the 25th ult., aged 24 years, Mrs. 
GEORGIANNA McCLELLAN, wife of Jounn McCret- 
LAN, Esq. late of the U. S. Army, and youngest daugh- 
ter of Mr. Artuur Taytor, Senr. of Norfolk. 

In Norfolk, on the 27th ult., of sore throat, in the sixth 
year of his age, Robert, eldest child of Lt. R. B. Cun- 
NINGHAM, of the U.S. Navy. 

At Westfield, N. Y., on the 18th ult. of consumption, 
Captain CHARLES C. TUPPER, of the U. S. Marine 
Corps, aged 36. 

At Lockport, N. Y., of bilious fever, on the 26th ult. 
Lieut. CHARLES H. E. SPOOR, of the 4th reg’t. U.S. 
Infantry, aged 26 years. 

Suddenly, whilst sitting in his chair, on the 20th ults 
at his residence, near New Brunswick, N. J., Capt. 
HENDRICK SUYDAM, a patriot of the revolution. 

Capt. ROBERT ELLIOT, 105 years of age, died at 
his r‘sidence in Montgomery county. Virginia, on the 4th 
day of January, 1533; having served his country, both 
as a soldier and captain. during our Revolutionary War. 

At his residence in Delaware county, Pennsylvania, 
on the 12th of January last JOSHUA HUMPHREYS, 
The subject of this brief sketch was born in that part of 
Chester county, now Delaware, in June, 1751; and at the 
time of his decease was in his 87th year. Inthe early part 
of his life his parents moved to Philadelphia, when he was 
apprenticed to James Penrose, a ship builder of high 
reputation. He soon gave evidence of the possession of 
superior intellect, and, by close attention to the profes- 
sion he had chosen, rapidly rose to eminence. In the 
Revolutionary war, he built the frigate Randolph, after- 
wards commanded by Captain Nicholas Biddle. After 
the close of this war, Mr. H. continued actively engaged 
in the construction of merchant vessels, until 1794, when 
he was appointed by General Knox, then Sccretary of 
War, to build the frigate United States, and to make the 
craugtts and moulds for the frigates authorized to be 
built by the act of Congress, passed in 1794. The ships 
built by the drawings of the deceased, were, the United 
States, Constitution, President, Congress and Constella- 
tion. The fine qualitics of these ships indicate his supe- 
rior professional attainments. . 

He continued in the service of the Navy Department 
until a few months after the accession of Mr. Jefferson 
to the Presidency, when that gentleman removed him 
from office ; and this information was communicated by 
Robert Smith, Secretary of the Navy, in delicate and 
flattering terms. It is proper here to remark, that Mr. 
H. belonged tothe Washington school of politics, and 
eontinued so until his death. After his dismissal from 
office, by Mr. Jefferson, Mr. H. resumed his business as 
a shipbuilder, and continued it until 1811, when he re- 
tired to his farm, where he passed his time in the bosom 
of bis family, in the cultivation of his farm, and in the 
enjoyment of the society of his friends. Mr. H. belong- 
ed to the religious society of Friends. Making no pub- 
lic profession of religion, he was nevertheless duly im- 
pressed with the great truths and consoling benefits of 
Christianity. He died as he lived. in full hope of a bles- 
sed immortality. His death isa sad bereavement to his 
friends ; and although he had attained the great age of 
S7 years, his mind was clear, unclouded and comprehen- 
sive to the last. Few men have descended to the tomb 
more regretted than our friend His moral character was 
unimpeachable, Lis professional character unsurpassed. 
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